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Pesach & Our Dialogue Project
Rabbi Hannah Dresner

Dear Kehilah Kedosha - Dear
Holy Community,
With the recent wave of threats
to Jewish institutions,
vulnerability is in the air.
Attention to security may be a
strategy to keep us safe, but I am
also hopeful that enacting
relationships with others builds
a web of kinship that will resist
hate. Our visibility as valuable
members of the larger
community rises as we oﬀer
prayer-song and a message of
inspiration at the Women’s
March, host gatherings of
organizations resettling refugee
families, stand in vigil outside a
violated mosque, and invite the
sacred devotions of other traditions into our
sanctuary. Or Shalom’s United in Compassion
evening attracted well over one hundred
participants eager to build solidarity, our Chanting
and Chocolate program is gathering a devoted
multi-faith following, and Vancouver School of
Theology students have loved partaking in our
Shabbat services.
I believe that our success in reaching out is
supported by our engagement in deepening our
own spiritual community. The Or Shalom

Dialogue Project has fostered
internal solidarity by oﬀering
an opportunity to speak our
hearts and minds in the safety
of conscious community. But
the project has also
demonstrated the capacity that
already exists at Or Shalom to
be that community that
respectfully holds a multiplicity
of voices. With carefully
articulated and maintained
boundaries, and with practice,
we can create safe space for the
conversations we want to have
as we grow and evolve.
The spirit of the Pesach Seder
is one of loving curiosity and it
is in that spirit that I oﬀer some outcomes of our
first dialogue: What is Inclusion and
Egalitarianism in 2017? Over sixty members of Or
Shalom gathered to share on this topic in a day of
dialogue facilitated by Mark Winston and a dozen
specially trained members of our laity. Morning
dialogues focused on personal narratives of
embrace and marginalization at Or Shalom. The
afternoon dialogues went deeper, exploring what
communal practices or standards stand in the way
of inclusion at Or Shalom.
Continued on page 2…
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Here are the themes that emerged:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We show up for one another, reliably, in times of joy and in times of need.
Or Shalom creates a familial embrace not experienced in other synagogues.
Our chanting and singing practice creates community and embodies inclusion.
Listening without judgment is a core value of Or Shalom, and Or Shalom envisions itself as highly
inclusive, but some members fall through the cracks – for example, singles, youth, and LGBTQ
members who do not feel comfortable expressing their fullest intersectional selves at Or Shalom.
Participants expressed appreciation for our voluntary dues structure, a step toward neutralizing the
financial barrier to membership.
There is work to be done to integrate newcomers, and to foster social relationships between members.
We are not immune to cliques.
Welcome of every individual is crucial.
There is tension between love of tradition and the desire to create a more inclusive synagogue life.
The question of Who is a Jew is on people’s minds and is a key issue - in all of its manifestations.
Members whose non-Jewish loved ones have been excluded from fullest participation expressed longstanding pain and a deeply felt sense of rejection in association with denial of access to particular
blessings and ceremonies.
Some perceive a tiered strata of membership aﬀecting members of patrilineal Jewish descent and nonJewish partners or multi-faith families.
We need to be a wider, more permeable tent.
Some expressed tension between wanting policies on interfaith inclusion that might be right and good
for Or Shalom, and desiring to align with the standards of the broader Vancouver Jewish community.
There is a value in maintaining a boundary around Jewish identity and tension between that boundary
and its implication of exclusion. Participants largely asked that we err on the side of inclusion.
Hebrew, as language of our prayer, is important to some and feels exclusionary to others.
Many expressed desire to fill the gap in our membership, increasing the demographic of 30 and 40 year
olds, thereby creating a more multi-generational congregation. At present young families are marginal
because that demographic is small.

Our facilitators also reported on the calm and comfort of the day, the many tears of gratitude for the gift of
being heard and held, and for the gift of hearing in a new way. And they continue to report on the
excitement in the aftermath of the event, the interest expressed in keeping the spirit of dialogue going, as
well as in deepening conversations around the ideas raised by this first topic.
Even before the next Or Shalom Dialogue is announced, we will have the opportunity for interface as we
begin to discuss the establishment of the Or Shalom Cemetery and the policies recommended by our
Cemetery Committee. We are on a path to conscious, responsible sharing as we elevate the importance of
constructing a web of love and understanding while speaking about what we think from the deep recesses
of our hearts, and as we listen to one another remembering that there is nothing more humanly meaningful
than feeling heard.
Now, we will recline over Passover meals, exchanging ideas and enacting the mitzvah to teach and learn
from all who are present at our Seder tables – all the archetypes and all the paths of Torah we represent. We
contribute our divergent perspectives so that we can, collectively, envision the biblical redemption as
relevant to us, and so that we can, collectively, enact our own redemption.
Chag Sameach to you all!
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The Embrace of Membership
by Philippe Tortell, Board Chair

Last year, under the banner of our ‘Come Grow With Us’ campaign, we articulated a vision of a truly
inclusive and multi-generational spiritual community. To achieve that vision, Or Shalom remains
critically dependent on the generous contributions (financial and other) of so many. As we embark on this
year’s campaign, we look forward to a future when membership dues will fully cover our operating costs,
and annual donor canvassing will no longer be needed. Or would it?
As someone who has made quite a few canvassing calls around Pesach, I believe that there is much more
to the annual campaign than raising funds. For me, the campaign represents an opportunity for deep
conversations among a wide cross-section of the Or Shalom community. These conversations are always
extensive and wide ranging, often lasting an hour or more. It provides us (canvasser and canvasee) with an
opportunity to really listen and hear each other – to find out about each other’s backgrounds, motivations,
passions and, yes, frustrations. The conversations provide not only an opportunity to take the pulse of the
Or Shalom community, but also a window into the diversity of talents and perspectives represented in our
membership. From singers and musicians, to carpenters, teachers, doctors, and artists, our community is
deeply enriched by the passion and energy of our members, and by the diversity of our backgrounds and
perspectives.
Membership in our community means much more than annual dues or campaign contributions.
Membership means embracing each other, sharing our joys and sorrows, feeling that we are truly part of
something bigger than ourselves. Membership means laughing and singing together, but also supporting
each other in our most challenging moments, and sometimes engaging in diﬃcult, though respectful,
conversations. Membership means looking out for each other and saying hello, breaking out of cliques
(real or perceived) and reaching out to enfold newcomers into our communal embrace, around seder
tables, at the bayit and at other times and places where we conduct our spiritual work.
As we look to the upcoming campaign and the year beyond, we must continue to focus on membership as
a key strategic area for the development of the Or Shalom community. We must seek to attract new
members by reaching out to those who yearn for the sort of joyful Jewish Renewal Or Shalom oﬀers. At
the same time, we must also seek to reach inwards to support our current members, from the founding
generation of elders to the youngest amongst us. Towards this end, we have developed dynamic new
programs and stream-lined administrative procedures, which showcase our work to potential new
members, while helping us track the evolving composition and needs of our current membership.
As we enter the Pesach season, let us reflect on how we can
each support the Or Shalom community in our own unique
ways, providing a model for caring and engaged membership
that supports our communal aspirations. Like our ancestors in the
desert, when we look after each other, we succeed together.

Illustration by Rakeea Gordis
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Or Shalom Annual Campaign Update
by Roslyn Kunin, Chair, Strategic Financial Planning Committee

There are no prizes for predicting the cycle of holidays at Or Shalom. Every year in the spring, there is the
madcap celebration of Purim followed by a well-prepared-for Pesach. Then the 49 days of counting the
omer lead us to Shavuot and receiving the Torah. And every year at Or Shalom from Pesach to Shavuot, we
have our annual campaign.
This year is the seventh such campaign. From the beginning, Maurice Bloch and co-chair Mary Adlersberg
have devoted their time and eﬀort to ensuring the success of the campaign year after year. Now, six years
later, they have decided to take a step back, but the campaign continues. All of Or Shalom thanks Maurice,
Mary, and their Strategic Financial Planning Committee for all they have done.
The campaign has two main goals and we are using the word ‘engagement’ to describe the first one. A
group of dedicated volunteers and board members will strive to contact every actual and potential Or
Shalomnik to listen to what you have to say about your shul: what you like and what you don’t like; what
you want to see changed and what you want never to change; and any other ideas, opinions or inputs you
might have. And, if you have any questions about what is happening at Or Shalom, they will do their best
to answer them.
All this information is analyzed and collated by yet more dedicated volunteers – a challenging task. Then it
is passed on to the board, the rabbi, or whoever can best ensure that your ideas are heard and taken into
account. So do take advantage of this opportunity to become more engaged and start thinking of how you
can make best use of your conversation with your campaign volunteer.
The second goal of the campaign involves the M word – money – something that most of us would prefer
not having to talk about. However, Or Shalom needs dollars to pay the rabbi and staﬀ, to provide programs
and activities, and to keep our building safe and functional. We also need funds to maintain our precious
value of inclusiveness. No one is turned away from Or Shalom membership or activities for lack of money.
Members facing tight budgets can choose to pay lower fees. Activities often oﬀer tickets at various price
levels and discounts and even freebies have been made available.
Our membership fees cover just over half the costs of operating our shul. The only other source of support
that we have is our own community and the generosity that we display in our annual campaign. So, once
you have chatted and shared with your campaign volunteer, do the mitzvah of making a gift so that we can
all continue to enjoy all that Or Shalom has to oﬀer over the coming year.
Thank you and happy Pesach.
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Come On Over Deliciously Successful
Featuring a range of unique events in members’ homes, the 2017 Come On Over raised more than $6500 for the Or
Shalom Community Fund!
Thank-you to the dozens of guests who opened up their wallets and these generous hosts who opened up their homes
and their hearts:
Rabbi Hannah Dresner & Ross Andelman
Michael & Sally Geller
Dave Kauﬀman & Tilly Schalkwyk
Martha & John Barker
Reva Malkin
Karen & Marty November
Pat Gill & John Fuerst

Wendy Rubin & Andrew Jordan
Martin Gotfrit & Patricia Gruben
Bob Bluman & Nancy Newman
David Berson & Mary Chiasson
Dodie Katzenstein & Marty Puterman
Philippe Tortell & Maite Maldonado

Nechama, Or Shalom Support for the Bereaved
Again our community is shining! Nechama, a new Or Shalom committee meaning comfort or solace, supports the
bereaved amongst us.
Members of our community have told us that although they felt well supported during the shiva, they found
themselves adrift or even abandoned once the shiva was over. Nechama volunteers oﬀer periodic support at the end
of shiva when the mourner may actually feel their loss even more acutely.
There has been a groundswell of interest in serving on this committee and there is always room for more. No
professional degree or experience is necessary. What is important is a capacity to be attentive to another's pain.
Volunteers are, themselves, supported and guided by competent professionals.
Please contact co-chairs Ross Andelman or Lorne Prupas if you have questions about the committee or would like to
join. It’s not too late!
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Or Shalom Cemetery News
Or Shalom Cemetery Committee

Or Shalom has something special to celebrate this Pesach. Our community is now assured, for the first
time, of having its own cemetery. In February, Vancouver City Council approved an agreement giving Or
Shalom the right to develop a section of Mountain View Cemetery (MVC) for use by our members. This
follows 3 ½ years of discussion and negotiations by the OS Cemetery Committee with the City, which owns
and operates the historic cemetery.
The agreement will provide 64 burial
plots (128 if shared) for purchase by Or
Shalom members. The section is located
along the west side of Fraser St.
extending south from 33rd Ave., slightly
north of the original (Old) Jewish section
managed by Congregation Schara
Tzedeck (see map). In recent weeks, the
committee has been focusing on layout
and landscaping design of the area,
eligibility for rights of purchase, and
planning for a dedication ceremony.
Proposed policies approved by the
Board of Directors are included in this
mailing.

Or Shalom area of Mountain View Cemetery

On April 19, Rabbis Hannah Dresner and Susan Shamash will present a teaching on halachic issues that
will help shape our burial practices at Or Shalom. A community information and feedback meeting is
planned for May 11. A formal dedication ceremony is tentatively scheduled for June 11, though that date is
dependent on completion of work on the site.
This agreement with a municipal cemetery has many advantages for Or Shalom, eliminating the need to
buy land (probably an insurmountable obstacle given the inflated real estate market in the Lower
Mainland). All purchases will be made directly with MVC after being authorized by Or Shalom. A critical
element of the eligibility policy is that anyone wishing to purchase a burial plot in our section of MVC
must have been a member of our community for at least the 5 years immediately preceding purchase. Given
the very small space in our section, this will help to ensure that the area will serve Or Shalom for some time
into the future. There is no further space available at MVC.
Mountain View Cemetery dates back to the earliest days of Vancouver. Land was set aside for the cemetery
in 1886, the same year as the city’s incorporation. The second mayor of Vancouver, David Oppenheimer, a
German-Jewish immigrant whose business supplied provisions to Gold Rush prospectors, secured a
portion of MVC for Vancouver’s Jewish community.
(continued on next page…)
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(Cemetery News, continued from previous page…)
Mountain View remains the only cemetery within the city
limits of Vancouver. The cemetery is open to the public, and the
Jewish Museum and Archives of BC oﬀers frequent tours. A
tour -- or an unguided walk through the grounds -- provides a
fascinating look at the City’s past 130 years, from its founding in
the late 1880s to the present day. Some graves provide a somber
record of world wars, military conflicts and epidemics. Others
show the progress of medical care, apparent in the declining
number of young women and their babies who died in
childbirth, and of children who died of diphtheria and other
communicable diseases before the development of vaccines.
It was one of these historical tours that spawned the idea for an
Or Shalom section of MVC. In October 2013, OS members
Dodie Katzenstein, Marty Puterman, Pat Gill and John Fuerst,
attended a walking tour of the cemetery. This group, now the
Cemetery Committee, began working with MVC General
Manager Glen Hodges, who has been very supportive of our
project. Despite several bureaucratic delays, the agreement was
finalized on February 8.
The committee, in addition to its four original members, now
includes Marianne Rev and Rabbis Hannah Dresner and Susan
Shamash, with input from Dave Kauﬀman. Catherine Berris, an
OS member and experienced landscape architect with a special
interest in cemeteries, has volunteered her assistance in planning the site. An on-going cemetery
management committee will be established after the initial planning and development stage is complete.
The Cemetery Committee and Board look forward to hearing from Or Shalom members interested in the
cemetery. Feedback, questions, and comments to be addressed at the May 11 meeting can be sent to
cemetery@orshalom.ca.

Or Shalom Synagogue is a Jewish spiritual community affiliated with the ALEPH Alliance for
Jewish Renewal. We are creative, egalitarian, traditional and participatory. Please join us any
Shabbat morning, from 10 a.m. at our synagogue at 710 East 10th Ave. at Fraser, Vancouver.
For more information about Or Shalom, see our
web page www.orshalom.ca or call the
Or Shalom Office 604-872-1614.
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Shabbat Sheli for Young Families
by Yael Heffer

Since October of last year, Or Shalom has been welcoming families with young children (3-5 years) to our
monthly Shabbat Sheli gatherings. Shabbat Sheli, meaning my Shabbat in Hebrew, invites families into a
meaningful and dynamic approach to Jewish spiritual life, with ideas that can be further explored,
personalized, and made relevant by each family within their daily lives.
Together, parents and children journey through Jewish content via multiple learning modalities, including
storytelling, songs, physical/outdoor play, experiential and tactile learning, and more. To encourage further
conversation and activities beyond this one-hour program, families take home an information sheet with
suggested questions and resources, as well as creative activities and/or arts and crafts projects for the
children. A nutritious snack is oﬀered at the end of the gathering, and families who wish to do so can join
services upstairs after the program concludes.
One of the highlights of Shabbat Sheli is that it creates an opportunity for children and their parents to
build a personal connection with a multitude of Jewish traditions and rituals. In March we spoke of ways in
which Shabbat is diﬀerent from other days and how we feel when we are rested. The children were able to
get up close to a Torah scroll, listen to trope and have their own Torah procession. Special baskets with
traditional Shabbat items such as candles and candle sticks, kiddush cup and grape juice, challah and
challah cover, allowed families to practice setting a Shabbat table together. At the end of the program,
families also received take-home kits with the tools to create and decorate a Kiddush cup, candles, and
challah cover for their own Shabbat table.
Through the Jewish Renewal lens, we also examine the ethical and emotional questions that arise from our
Jewish stories, texts, and heritage. For example, following a felt story about Jacob's ladder, we spoke of how
Jacob might have felt running away and how we might address a situation in which we have made others
sad or mad. Children received a dream journal to record, with the help of their parents, the images and
stories of their own dreams and an 'emotion ladder,' enabling children to express how they feel about things
that happened during their day.
In our special Tu Bishvat Shabbat Sheli, we reflected on gratitude and even ventured outside to say  תודה-“Todah” -- to the plants for the strength and beauty they add to our ecosystem.
Shabbat Sheli is a collaborative eﬀort. Rabbi Hannah's rich Judaic knowledge and passion for children’s
spiritual education are integral to the conversation as we create a vibrant and engaging monthly curriculum,
as are the pedagogical experiences of the educators facilitating the program. Or Shalom's program
coordinator Zoey Green's ongoing support, and the expertise and willingness to help of very resourceful
volunteers such as Karen November make Shabbat Sheli a multi-faceted program for our younger
members.
Beyond the spiritual learning Shabbat Sheli oﬀers Or Shalom families, it is also a place for parents and
children to meet, make new friends, and connect. We know how busy family life can be, and we hope to
continue to work with our current and future cohorts to provide a spirit-full environment for families to
come and grow with us!
www.orshalom.ca
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Or Shalom Syrian Resettlement Initiative (OSSRI)
by Fiona Hughes

"It's all over ... and it's all about to begin!"
That’s the opening line to a Brian Friel play called Philadelphia Here I Come and it perfectly encapsulates
what three Kurdish Syrian families and volunteers and members for the Or Shalom Syrian Resettlement
Initiative (OSSRI) must be feeling this spring.
By the end of March, OSSRI welcomed the last of its four sponsored refugee families to Vancouver. The
journey for the families to get here from camps in Turkey and northern Iraq has been long and arduous.
That part is thankfully over. And now, it’s all about to begin.
As you know, the first OSSRI-sponsored family, two Iraqi LGBT men who had been living in Beirut, arrived
last summer. They are adjusting well to life in Canada, taking English classes and working and
volunteering part-time. They are a determined couple and they fill our hearts with pride.
But then, radio silence. Months sped by and the refugee process slowed not just for OSSRI, but for many
private sponsorship groups and organizations across Canada. Then, within the last month, the remaining
three families (14 people in total) arrived at Vancouver International Airport where they were greeted in
true Canadian fashion with big hugs, big smiles and big emotions -- not to mention a few Maple Leafetched balloons. For two of the families, their timing coincided perfectly with Kurdish New Year, a time of
renewal and deliverance.
For the families, all of whom arrived exhausted but upbeat, the sight of reuniting with long lost relatives at
the airport was often overwhelming. The tears flowed for the families and the volunteers.
We are privileged to be part of a movement and such a generous community that has made the arrivals of
these families possible. It could not have been done without the enormous support from the Or Shalom
community in the form of donated time, expertise, advocacy, goods, and generous financial contributions.
We extend our deepest gratitude to all of you.
Special thanks also goes to each and every member of the four resettlement teams, who found and set up
households and are introducing the families to life in Canada. Their dedication is inspiring. And a big
thanks to the families’ relatives already here who made unforgettable welcome dinners.
We also cannot forget to oﬀer our thanks to MOSAIC, a registered charity serving immigrant, newcomer,
and refugee communities in Greater Vancouver for the past 40 years, who provided us and the families
with so much expertise and support.
But as proud as we are to be part of tikkun olam work and helping to give these families a new opportunity
for a good life, they are also unknowingly enriching our lives immeasurably.
It is onwards and upwards from here.
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Philosophers’ Circle
by Zoey Green, Or Shalom Program Coordinator

A lovely congregation was struggling with a mouse problem. After
several attempts to fix it, their bayit committee had to call upon the
Rabbi to help. In just one weekend, the Rabbi was able to rid the bayit of
mice. When asked how he’d done it, the Rabbi answered: “It’s really
rather easy, I bar/bat mitzvah’d the mice!”
Luckily for our post-b’nei mitzvah teens, Or Shalom doesn’t have a
mouse problem, nor do we see the bar/bat mitzvah as an endpoint to
Jewish education and engagement!
This year the Philosophers’ Circle post-b’nei mitzvah program has taken
oﬀ. Dynamic events bring together post-b’nei mitzvah teens for fun and
stimulating activities. Events cover topics of Jewish identity, social
justice, and other relevant questions that our teens want to bring to the
table.

Whether exploring the merits of graﬃti as a vehicle for social
commentary and Jewish expression, or delving into the concept of ecokashrut and using a Jewish lens to connect to the environment, our
teens have taken every opportunity to continue their examination of
what it means to be active agents in building vibrant Jewish lives for
themselves and for their communities.
Our next event will take place at the end of April. The Philosophers’
Circle will celebrate earth-based Jewish tradition and mindfulness as we
venture out and enjoy some of Vancouver’s natural beauty.
The Philosophers’ Circle program is open to all post-b’nei mitzvah
teens. Membership in Or Shalom is not required. For more information,
please contact Zoey Green at programs@orshalom.ca.
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Or Shalom
Annual
Retreat
May 19-22 2017
A weekend of programs,
innovative davenning, singing,
hiking, and exploring for young
and old.

with returning guest

Or Shalom’s
2017 retreat
have plenty for adults and children to enjoy
Register
before
May will
1 for
Irwin
Keller
Once again,
Or
Shalom
will
hold
our
annual retreat over the
Victoria
Day weekend
early-bird pricing
(Mayhttp://orshalom.ca/retreat
19-22) at beautiful Camp Hope. Irwin Keller, last year’s invited teacher, will be

back by popular demand. In addition to many of our traditional activities (davening,
hiking, singing, holy baseball) we will have opportunities to learn with Reb Irwin and
New! lower-priced 2-day option
Rabbi Hannah. Our creative and fun counsellors and teachers will provide activities
for preschoolers to teen agers.
This year, the children and youth programming will end at dinner time on Sunday.
Participants can choose the option of staying for two days (leaving after dinner on
Sunday) or until the retreat officially closes after lunch on Monday. There will be
adult programming on Sunday evening and Monday morning.
The retreat is a wonderful learning and bonding experience for our children (and
their parents!), and we would like to have many participate. Through the generosity
of the Len Ryant fund, Or Shalom is able to offer subsidies to families with children
who would like to come, but find the cost prohibitive. Subsidies are also available to
adults who are concerned about the cost. To inquire about a subsidy, please contact
Linda, the retreat treasurer, at retreat@orshalom.ca.
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