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Dear Holy Community,

Approaching my fifth celebration of the 
High and Holy Days as rabbi of Or Shalom, I 
am gratified by the vitality of our community. 
The breadth of our practice and service newly 
includes a regular schedule of programs in 
the arts, weekly adult study, 
and new senior staff to 
coordinate the education of 
our children. This year, I look 
forward to the deepening of 
our twin commitments to 
spiritual development and 
social justice. We will foster 
Jewish meditation with our 
first meditation retreat, in 
late Fall, and food security, 
with a Spring pilot in which 
young adults with refined 
food interests create pop-up 
dinners for participants in 
neighbouring social service 
agency programs. 

We are flourishing, and our challenges 
are problems of success – not enough space 
and resources to comfortably support our 
unfolding.

But there are more important things than 
success, and in evaluating our work together, I 
take to heart these words of Abraham Joshua 
Heschel: “I did not ask for success; I asked for 
wonder.” Indeed, the blessing I offer, this year, 
is that we achieve the higher attainment of 
reverence for the cosmic grandeur of which 
we are so privileged to be a part. May our 
ongoing collaborations be fueled by gratitude 
and promote harmony. 

Shana Tova,
Rabbi Hannah

Dear friends,

I have never been traditionally observant, 
but since discovering the chevra on East 
10th years ago, I’ve come to deeply value the 
practice of prayer-song and the striving to 
heal our world I found at Or Shalom. 

Surely, my remaining 
cynicism dissipates at the 
sound of the Shofar on Rosh 
Hashanah. Each year our 
liturgy’s images of a heavenly 
gate and courtroom trial, the 
great book of names, and 
stories of sorrow and joy 
remind me of the profound 
history that sustains us; and 
in the company of hundreds, 
singing as if with one voice, 
I know the possibility 
of transcendence, deep 
engagement, and a fleeting 
sense of the ineffable. So, I 

join you in eager anticipation of our collective 
gathering, the sight of familiar faces, the 
inspiration of our davening leaders and learned 
teachers, and the respite from everyday life 
we experience in the transformed hall of the 
JCC.

On behalf of the board of Or Shalom, my 
sincere thanks to all our staff, teachers, service 
leaders, volunteers, donors, and rabbis who 
have made this collective journey to 5780 
possible, and who sustain the sanctuary and 
community that is Or Shalom.

Shana Tova,
Martin Gotfrit
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2019/5779 Annual Campaign Donors

Ineke Aardema • Dale Adams & Zelik Segal • Mary Adlersberg & Sally Thorne • Susan 
Albersheim & Steven Barer • Sandi Asch • Shirley & Peter Ballin • Martha & John Barker • 
Jill Beamish & Emet Davis • David Berson & Mary Gillis • Cathie Best & Richard Menkis • 
Susan & Maurice Bloch • Miriam Caplan • Rahel Cela Behar & Ari Belensky • Anne Chesick 
• Sandra & Charles Cohen • Michael Corber • Aur Danzig • Ann Daskal • Jacqueline Day 
• Avi Dolgin • Val & Noam Dolgin • Pedro Dos Santos • Rabbi Hannah Dresner & Ross 
Andelman • Mark Drew & Jenna Jordison • Rabbi Laura Duhan-Kaplan & Charles Kaplan 
• Miriam Eguchi • Janet & Effron Esseiva • Zelda Fedder • Abigail Fitch-Wvong & Russil 
Wvong • Lynn & Michal Fox • Elaine Fridkin • Robin Friedlander • Sally & Michael Geller 
• Patricia Gill & John Fuerst • Jill Goldberg • Earl Goldstein & Brian Kirk • Anne Gorsuch 
& Hal Siden • Martin Gotfrit & Patricia Gruben • Lorne Greenberg • Ellen Hamer • Ruth & 
Cecil Hershler • Jane Heyman & Lionel Johnston • Amanda Hill & Barry Segal • Jocelyne 
Kakou • Susan Karovitch • Dodie Katzenstein & Martin Puterman • Daniel Kauffman • David 
Kauffman & Tilly Schalkwyk • Alexis Kellum-Creer • Rozanne Kipnes & Geoffrey Druker • 
Michelle Koski • Roslyn & Jack Kunin • Harriett Lemer & Ron Einblau • Alisa Levenstein 
• Gloria Levi • Jacqueline Levitin • Alexandra Lyon & Patrick Culbert • John MacDonald • 
Shira Macklin • Reva Malkin • Lorne Mallin • Josh Malt & Gordon Fitt • Heidi Mannis • Dalia 
Margalit-Faircloth • Fraidie Martz • Galit Mastai & Hartley Snider • Tammy & Paul McCurry • 
Heather McDonald • Rabbi Dina-Hasida Mercy • Anton Miller • Minovitz Family Foundation 
• Phillip Moses • Cathy Moss & Alvin Wasserman • Murray Newman & Harry Koster • Judy 
Oberlander & Mark Wexler • Tim Oberlander & Julie Martz • Wendy Oberlander • Mira 
Oreck & Stepan Vdovine • Avril Orloff • Clo Ostrove & Judy Globerman • Sandy & Ian Penn • 
Ana Peralta & Moises Mansur • Linda Peritz • Karen-Marie Elah Perry • Lorne Prupas • Karen 
Rabinovitch & Motti Lis • Myrna & Barry Rabinowitz • Marianne Rev • Adele Ritch & Dianne 
Liscumb • Fran Ritch • Selina & Dan Robinson • Vicki Robinson • Laura Rosenthal & Robert 
Schertzer • Harley Rothstein & Eleanor Boyle • Mark Rozenberg • Wendy Rubin & Andrew 
Jordan • Karen Rudner-Zetler & Peter Zetler • Mary-Lynn Schlifer • Rabbi Susan Shamash • 
Dr. Judy Shane • Ezra Shanken • Lois & Blair Shapera • Syntyche Smith • Jack Sniderman • 
Kevin Solomons & Deborah Tobias • Sheryl Sorokin & Hillel Goelman • Esther Tennenhouse 
& Ron Klassen • Philippe Tortell & Maria Maldonado • Jennie Virtue • Lezlie Wagman • 
Helen Waldstein • Richard Wassersug • Shira Weidenbaum • Twilla & Mark Welch • Rima 
Wilkes • Jaydeen Williams & Rachel Rabinovitch • Mark Winston • Hana & Marcus Wosk 
• Jane Wyllychuk & Neil Hundevad • Leora Zalik • Maureen & Frank Zetler • Sam Znaimer

*This donor list was compiled on July 8, 2019, as of the newsletter deadline. If we have inadvertently 
omitted your name, please accept our sincere apologies for the oversight. Thanks.

To all our amazing and wonderful donors and supporters, appreciation 
and thanks for your generous campaign contributions. You make Or 

Shalom what it is and what it can be. Have a wonderful 5780.



OR SHA LOM .C A 	 VANCOUV E R ' S 	 E A S T- S I D E 	 S HU L S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9



VANCOUV E R ' S 	 E A S T- S I D E 	 S HU L 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 O R S HA LOM .C AS E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9


