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Balaam and His Donkey (Bamidbar-Numbers 22) 

 
(20) God came to Balaam at night, saying to him, “If the men come to call for you, get up and go with 
them and especially whatever words I say to you, do that.”  
 
(21) Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with the Moabite dignitaries. (22) 
God got angry that Balaam was going. An angel [or messenger] of God stood on the path to accuse 
him. 
 
He [Balaam] was riding on his donkey and his two young servants were with him. (23) The donkey 
saw the angel of God standing on the path, his drawn sword in his hand. The donkey veered from 
the path and walked into the field. Balaam hit her to steer her towards the path.  
 
(24) The angel of God stood in vineyard lane with a fence on either side. (25) The donkey saw the 
angel of God and pressed herself against the wall, pressing Balaam’s foot against the wall. He hit her 
again. 
 
(26) Again the angel of God moved and stood in a narrow place where there was no path to veer to 
the right or the left. (27) The donkey saw the angel of God and she lay down under Balaam. Balaam 
got angry and hit the donkey with the stick. 
 
(28) God opened the donkey’s mouth. She said to Balaam, “What did I do to you that you hit me 
these three times?” (29) Balaam said to the donkey, “You mocked me! If only I had a sword in my 
hand now, I would kill you.” (30) The donkey said to Balaam, “Aren’t I your donkey? You’ve been 
riding on me regularly until this very day! Have I [ever] put you in danger by doing this to you?” He 
said, “No.” 
 
(31) God uncovered Balaam’s eyes and he saw the angel of God standing in the path, drawn sword in 
hand. He bowed, face down on the ground. (32) The angel of God said to him, “Why did you hit your 
donkey these three times? Here, I came out to accuse you, because the path rushed against me. (33) 
The donkey saw me, and swerved from my presence these three times. If she had not swerved away 
from me, now I would be killing you, and letting her live.” 
 
(34) Balaam said to the angel of God, “I sinned, because I did not know you were standing in the path 
to call to me. Now, if it [my path] is bad in your eyes, I will return.” (35) The angel of God said to 
Balaam, “Go with the men. Say nothing except what I say to you, say that.” Balaam went with Balak’s 
dignitaries. 
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Abraham (Gen. 22:1-5) 
 

 

 
 

(1) After these things, God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham.” He said, 
“Here I am.” (2) He said, “Please take your son, your only one, whom you love, Isaac, 
and take yourself to the land of Moriah. Offer him there as an offering, on one of the 
mountains, as I will tell you.” (3) Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his 
donkey, took his two young servants with him, and Isaac his son; split wood for the 
offering; got up and went to the place God, which God had told him. (4) On the third 
day, Abraham raised his eyes and the place from afar. (5) Abraham said to his servants, 
“Sit here with the donkey. The youth and I, we’ll go over there, worship, and return to 
you.” 
 
(11) An angel of God called to him from heaven saying “Abraham, Abraham.” He said, 
“Here I am.” (12) He said, “Don’t raise your hand against the boy, don’t do anything to 
him. For now I know that you are a God-fearer, and you haven’t withheld your son, 
your only one, from me.” 

 
 


