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Redemption
צפ

Look on our affliction, plead our cause, בְעָניְֵנֽוּ ורְִיבָה רִיבֵֽנוּרְאֵה
And redeem us soon for Your name’s sake, עַן שְׁמֶֽ� נוּ מְהֵרָה לְמַֽ וּגְאָלֵֽ
For You are a powerful Redeemer. כִּי גּוֹאֵל חָזָק אָֽתָּה
Blessed are You, ,ה׳ the Redeemer of Israel. בָּרוּ� אַתָּה ה׳ גּוֹאֵל ישְִׂרָאֵל

From the Genizah

Look on our affliction, plead our cause, ראה בענינו וריבה ריבנו
Redeem us for Your name’s sake. וגאלנו למען שמך
Blessed are You, ,ה׳ the Redeemer of Israel. ברוך אתה ה׳ גואל ישראל

What Is Redemption?

Leviticus 25: 25-28
If your kinsman is in straits and has to sell part of his
holding, his nearest redeemer shall come and redeem what
his kinsman has sold.
If a man has no one to redeem for him, but prospers and
acquires enough to redeem with,
he shall compute the years since its sale, refund the
difference to the man to whom he sold it, and return to his
holding.
If he lacks sufficient means to recover it, what he sold shall
remain with the purchaser until the jubilee; in the jubilee
year it shall be released, and he shall return to his holding.

ויקרא כ׳׳ה
א ר מֵאֲחֻזָּת֑וֹ וּבָ֤ י� וּמָכַ֖ אֲלוֹ֙כִּיֽ־ימָ֣וּ� אָחִ֔ ֹֽ בג ֹ֣ הַקָּר

יו לאֵלָ֔ ר אָחִֽיו׃וגְָאַ֕ ת מִמְכַּ֥ אֵ֖
י א כְּדֵ֥ יגָה ידָ֔וֹ וּמָצָ֖ ל והְִשִּׂ֣ י ֥�א יִהְֽיהֶ־לּ֖וֹ גּאֵֹ֑ ישׁ כִּ֛ ואְִ֕

גְאֻלָּתֽוֹ׃
ישׁ ף לָאִ֖ עדֵֹ֔ י מִמְכָּר֔וֹ והְֵשִׁיב֙ אֶת־הָ֣ וחְִשַּׁב֙ אֶת־שְׁנֵ֣

ב לַאֲחֻזָּתֽוֹ׃ כַר־ל֑וֹ ושְָׁ֖ ר מָֽ אֲשֶׁ֣
ה מִמְכָּר֗וֹ יב לוֹ֒ והְָיָ֣ ה ידָ֗וֹ דֵּי֮ הָשִׁ֣ ם ֽ�א־מָצְאָ֜ ואְִ֨

ב ל ושְָׁ֖ ל ויְצָָא֙ בַּיּבֵֹ֔ ד שְׁנַ֣ת הַיּוֹבֵ֑ בְּידַ֙ הַקּנֶֹ֣ה אתֹ֔וֹ עַ֖
לַאֲחֻזָּתֽוֹ׃

Ruth 4:3-6
He said to the redeemer, “Naomi, now returned from the
country of Moab, must sell the piece of land which
belonged to our kinsman Elimelech.
I thought I should disclose the matter to you and say:
Acquire it in the presence of those seated here and in the
presence of the elders of my people. If you are willing to
redeem it, redeem! But if you will not redeem, tell me, that
I may know. For there is no one to redeem but you, and I
come after you.” “I am willing to redeem it,” he replied.
Boaz continued, “When you acquire the property from
Naomi and from Ruth the Moabite, you must also acquire
the wife of the deceased, so as to perpetuate the name of
the deceased upon his estate.”
The redeemer replied, “Then I cannot redeem it for myself,
lest I impair my own estate. You take over my right of
redemption, for I am unable to exercise it.”

רות ד׳
אמֶר֙ ֹ֙ לויַּ רלַגּאֵֹ֔ ה אֲשֶׁ֥ ינוּחֶלְקַת֙ הַשָּׂדֶ֔ לְאָחִ֖

ה מוֹאָֽב׃ בָה מִשְּׂדֵ֥ י הַשָּׁ֖ ה נׇעֳמִ֔ לֶ� מָכְרָ֣ לֶאֱלִימֶ֑

ה נֶ֥גֶד נֵ֠ ר קְ֠ ֹ֗ ה אׇזְנְ֣� לֵאמ רְתִּי אֶגְלֶ֧ י אָמַ֜ ואֲַנִ֨
י עַמִּי֒ גֶד זִקְנֵ֣ לאִם־תִּגְאַל֙הַיּשְֹׁבִים֮ ונְֶ֣ גְּאָ֔

ל יואְִם־֨�א יגְִאַ֜ דְעָה֙ כִּ֣ י ואְֵֽ ידָה לִּ֗ תְ֙�הַגִּ֣ ין זוּלָֽ אֵ֤
י אמֶר אָנכִֹ֥ ֹ֖ י� ויַּ י אַחֲרֶ֑ ׃אֶגְאָלֽלִגְא֔וֹל ואְָנכִֹ֖

י ד נׇעֳמִ֑ ה מִיַּ֣ עַז בְּיוֹם־קְנוֹתְ֥� הַשָּׂדֶ֖ ֹ֔ אמֶר בּ ֹ֣ ויַּ
ים יתָ לְהָקִ֥ ה אֵֽשֶׁת־הַמֵּת֙ קָנִ֔ ת ר֣וּת הַמּוֹאֲבִיָּ֤ וּ֠מֵאֵ֠

ת עַל־נחֲַלָתֽוֹ׃ שֵׁם־הַמֵּ֖

י ל ֤�א אוּכַל֙ (לגאול) [לִגְאׇל־]לִ֔ אמֶר הַגּאֵֹ֗ ֹ֣ ויַּ
י גְּאַל־לְ֤� אַתָּה֙ ית אֶת־נחֲַלָתִ֑ פֶּן־אַשְׁחִ֖

ל׃ ֹֽ ל לִגְא י �א־אוּכַ֖ י כִּ֥ אֶת־גְּאֻלָּתִ֔
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Despite the salvific resonance of the English noun “redeemer,” go’el is less a theological term than a legal term.
The go’el is the kinsman who sets right a wrong that has been done to one of his close relatives.

Robert Alter, The Hebrew Bible, Jeremiah 50:34

Individual Redemption

Psalms 119: 153-154
See my affliction and free me,

For Your teaching I have not forgotten.
Argue my cause and redeem me,

Through Your utterance give me life.

תהילים קי׳׳ט
ניִ י וחְַלְּצֵ֑ רְאֵה־עׇניְִ֥

וֹרָתְ֗� ֣�א שָׁכָחְֽתִּי׃ כִּי־ת֥֝
ניִ יבִי וּגְאָלֵ֑ ה רִ֭ רִיבָ֣

לְאִמְרָתְ֥� חַיֵּנֽיִ׃

Psalms 103: 1-4
Bless, O my being, ה׳

And everything in me, His holy name.
Bless, O my being, ,ה׳

And do not forget all His generous acts.
Who forgives all your wrongs,

Heals all your illnesses,
Redeems your life from the Pit,

Crowns you with kindness and compassion ….

תהילים ק׳׳ג
פְשִׁי אֶת־ה׳ י נַ֭ בָּרְכִ֣

ם קׇדְשֽׁוֹ׃ י אֶת־שֵׁ֥ רָבַ֗ וכְׇל־קְ֝
פְשִׁי אֶת־ה׳ י נַ֭ בָּרְכִ֣

יו׃ י כׇּל־גְּמוּלָֽ שְׁכְּחִ֗ ואְַל־תִּ֝
כִי חַ לְכׇל־עֲונֵֺ֑ הַסּלֵֹ֥

יכְִי׃ א לְכׇל־תַּחֲלוּאָֽ רפֵֹ֗ הָ֝
ל יכְִיהַגּוֹאֵ֣ חַת חַיָּ֑ מִשַּׁ֣

סֶד ורְַחֲמִֽים׃ כִי חֶ֣ מְעַטְּרֵ֗ הַֽ֝

Rashi on Megillah 17b
“It is the beginning of redemption” - even though this
redemption is not the redemption from exile, rather it is [a
request for God] to redeem us from the troubles that come
upon us always.

רש׳׳י מגילה י׳׳ז
אתחלתא דגאולה היא - ואף על גב דהאי

גאולה לאו גאולה דגלות היא, אלא שיגאלנו
מן הצרות הבאות עלינו תמיד.

Please, God, see where I am hurt and when I am in trouble. Use the power of Gevurah to see me through.
R’ Zalman Shachter-Shalomi with Joel Segal, Davening, p.124

The commentators explain that this request is not for national redemption, the subject of later blessings. Here
the reference is to release from personal crises; captivity, persecution, misfortune or affliction.

R’ Jonathan Sacks, The Koren Siddur
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National Redemption

Isaiah 49:7
Thus said ,ה׳

Israel’s Redeemer, its Holy One,

to the despised one, reviled by nations,

to the slave of rulers.

Kings shall see and rise,

princes, and bow down,

for the sake of ,ה׳ Who is faithful,

Israel’s Holy One Who has chosen you.

ישעיהו מ׳׳ט
ה אָֽמַר־ה׳ ֹ֣ כּ

ל ל קְדוֹשׁ֗וֹגּאֵֹ֨ ישְִׂרָאֵ֜
עֵֽב גּוֹי֙ פֶשׁ לִמְתָ֤ לִבְזהֹ־נֶ֜

ים בֶד משְֹׁלִ֔ לְעֶ֣
מוּ מְלָכִים֙ ירְִא֣וּ וקָָ֔

ים ויְִשְֽׁתַּחֲו֑וּ שָׂרִ֖
ן ר נאֱֶמָ֔ עַן ה׳ אֲשֶׁ֣ לְמַ֤

ךָּ׃ ל ויַּבְִחָרֶֽ שׁ ישְִׂרָאֵ֖ ֹ֥ קְד

Isaiah 49: 25-26
For thus said :ה

even a warrior’s captive shall be taken away

and a tyrant's prey freed.

And with your contender I will contend,

And your children I Myself will rescue.

And I will feed your oppressors their own flesh,

And as with wine they shall be drunk on their blood.

And all flesh shall know

That I am ,ה׳ your Rescuer,

And your Redeemer, the strong one of Jacob.

ישטיהו מ׳׳ט
ר ה׳ ה אָמַ֣ ֹ֣ כִּי־כ

ח י גִבּוֹר֙ יקָֻּ֔ גַּם־שְׁבִ֤
ט יץ ימִָּלֵ֑ וּמַלְק֥וֹחַ עָרִ֖

יב י אָרִ֔ ואְֶת־ירְִיבֵ֙� אָנכִֹ֣
יעַ׃ י אוֹשִֽׁ יִ� אָנכִֹ֥ ואְֶת־בָּנַ֖

ם יִ֙� אֶת־בְּשָׂרָ֔ י אֶת־מוֹנַ֙ והְַאֲכַלְתִּ֤
ם ישְִׁכָּר֑וּן יס דָּמָ֣ וכְֶעָסִ֖

ר ויְדְָע֣וּ כׇל־בָּשָׂ֗
� י יהְוֹהָ֙ מֽוֹשִׁיעֵ֔ י אֲנִ֤ כִּ֣

� ב׃וגְאֲֹלֵ֖ ֹֽ יר יעֲַק אֲבִ֥

Exodus 3: 6-7
“I am,” He said, “the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

And ה׳ continued, “I indeed have seen the plight of My
people in Egypt and have heeded their outcry because of
their taskmasters; yes, I am mindful of their sufferings.״

שמות ג׳
י ם אֱ�הֵ֥ י אַבְרָהָ֛ י� אֱ�הֵ֧ י אָבִ֔ אמֶר אָנכִֹי֙ אֱ�הֵ֣ ֹ֗ ויַּ
א י ירֵָ֔ יו כִּ֣ ר משֶֹׁה֙ פָּנָ֔ ב ויַּסְַתֵּ֤ ֹ֑ י יעֲַק ק ואֵ�הֵ֣ יצְִחָ֖

יט אֶל־הָאֱ�הִֽים׃ מֵהַבִּ֖
אמֶר ה׳ ֹ֣ יתִי אֶת־עֳנִי֥ויַּ ה רָאִ֛ ֹ֥ ירָא רעַמִּ֖ אֲשֶׁ֣

י יו כִּ֥ י נגְֹֽשָׂ֔ עְתִּי֙ מִפְּנֵ֣ ם שָׁמַ֙ יםִ ואְֶת־צַעֲקָתָ֤ בְּמִצְרָ֑
עְתִּי אֶת־מַכְאבָֹֽיו׃ ידַָ֖
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Redemption: the Seventh Blessing and Communal Redemption

After recognizing: our ability to know [Blessing 4 - Knowledge], our penchant for sin and our ability to repent
[Blessing  5 - Repentance], and God’s willingness to forgive [Blessing 6 - Forgiveness], the slate is wiped clean,
so to speak, and we can turn to our various needs. The ultimate need is redemption.

In Christianity, Jesus redeems the individual from sin, but Judaism rejects that as impossible if we are to retain
our distinctly human character as beings with free will and its attendant responsibility. Judaism therefore
envisions redemption of the community not from sin but from the limitations and frustrations of life.

We therefore speak of God as “Redeemer of Israel,” after which all the subsequent blessings of the middle
section of the Amidah articulate what redemption is. Following the order of the Amidah, redemption would be
a state in which there is health [Blessing 8], food [Blessing 9], ingathering of exiles [Blessing 10], justice
[Blessing 11], defeat of Israel’s enemies [Blessing 12], reward for the righteous [Blessing 13] a rebuilt Jerusalem
[Blessing 14], and the messianic rule of the scion of David [Blessing 15].

This blessing, then, acts as a heading for the blessings that follow, culminating in the last prayer of the middle
section, asking God to listen to our prayer [Blessing 16].

Elliot Dorff in My People’s Prayer Book, The Amidah
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