Friday Tefillah: Blessing 7
Redemption
Look on our affliction, plead our cause,
And redeem us soon for Your name’s sake,
For You are a powerful Redeemer.

Blessed are You, 'n, the Redeemer of Israel.

From the Genizah
Look on our affliction, plead our cause,
Redeem us for Your name’s sake.

Blessed are You, 'n, the Redeemer of Israel.
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What Is Redemption?

Leviticus 25: 25-28

If your kinsman is in straits and has to sell part of his
holding, his nearest redeemer shall come and redeem what
his kinsman has sold.

If a man has no one to redeem for him, but prospers and
acquires enough to redeem with,

he shall compute the years since its sale, refund the
difference to the man to whom he sold it, and return to his
holding.

If he lacks sufficient means to recover it, what he sold shall
remain with the purchaser until the jubilee; in the jubilee
year it shall be released, and he shall return to his holding.
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Ruth 4:3-6

He said to the redeemer, “Naomi, now returned from the
country of Moab, must sell the piece of land which
belonged to our kinsman Elimelech.

| thought | should disclose the matter to you and say:
Acquire it in the presence of those seated here and in the
presence of the elders of my people. If you are willing to
redeem it, redeem! But if you will not redeem, tell me, that
I may know. For there is no one to redeem but you, and |
come after you.” “l am willing to redeem it,” he replied.
Boaz continued, “When you acquire the property from
Naomi and from Ruth the Moabite, you must also acquire
the wife of the deceased, so as to perpetuate the name of
the deceased upon his estate.”

The redeemer replied, “Then | cannot redeem it for myself,
lest | impair my own estate. You take over my right of
redemption, for | am unable to exercise it.”

T NN
1'0X7 WYX DTN NiZyn N7 Kt
RN NTYWN NAYD MY NN A70INY

T2), NIF7 YAKY TR N7 PN NI
783 TRAN-DX Y T 1231 DY

Tt

ANAT 'R D NYTNE'? DTN TRt NN
IINAN DIN MR AINR DN 7INAT

'AY) T NTYD ANIP0IA TYA K

V)
D'gn7 NI RN NYX NaRind N NXpT
inm~7 npn oY

"?["7?5,]‘?] (71827) 721X N7 7NaD N
DA 77783 'NIDITNX N'OYKT|D
T7NAT TANTNT 19 TN TIIN




Friday Tefillah: Blessing 7
Redemption

Despite the salvific resonance of the English noun “redeemer,” go’el is less a theological term than a legal term.
The go’el is the kinsman who sets right a wrong that has been done to one of his close relatives.

Robert Alter, The Hebrew Bible, Jeremiah 50:34

Individual Redemption

Psalms 119: 153-154
See my affliction and free me,
For Your teaching | have not forgotten.
Argue my cause and redeem me,
Through Your utterance give me life.
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Psalms 103: 1-4
Bless, O my being, 'n
And everything in me, His holy name.
Bless, O my being, 'n,
And do not forget all His generous acts.
Who forgives all your wrongs,
Heals all your illnesses,
Redeems your life from the Pit,
Crowns you with kindness and compassion ....
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Rashi on Megillah 17b

“It is the beginning of redemption” - even though this
redemption is not the redemption from exile, rather it is [a
request for God] to redeem us from the troubles that come
upon us always.
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Please, God, see where | am hurt and when | am in trouble. Use the power of Gevurah to see me through.
R’ Zalman Shachter-Shalomi with Joel Segal, Davening, p.124

The commentators explain that this request is not for national redemption, the subject of later blessings. Here
the reference is to release from personal crises; captivity, persecution, misfortune or affliction.

R’ Jonathan Sacks, The Koren Siddur
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National Redemption

Isaiah 49:7
Thus said 'n,

Israel’s Redeemer, its Holy One,

to the despised one, reviled by nations,
to the slave of rulers.

Kings shall see and rise,
princes, and bow down,

for the sake of 'n, Who is faithful,
Israel’s Holy One Who has chosen you.
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Isaiah 49: 25-26
For thus said n:

even a warrior’s captive shall be taken away
and a tyrant's prey freed.
And with your contender | will contend,
And your children | Myself will rescue.
And | will feed your oppressors their own flesh,
And as with wine they shall be drunk on their blood.
And all flesh shall know
That | am 'n, your Rescuer,
And your Redeemer, the strong one of Jacob.
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Exodus 3: 6-7

“l am,” He said, “the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

And 'n continued, “l indeed have seen the plight of My
people in Egypt and have heeded their outcry because of
their taskmasters; yes, | am mindful of their sufferings.”
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Redemption: the Seventh Blessing and Communal Redemption

After recognizing: our ability to know [Blessing 4 - Knowledge], our penchant for sin and our ability to repent
[Blessing 5 - Repentance], and God’s willingness to forgive [Blessing 6 - Forgiveness], the slate is wiped clean,
so to speak, and we can turn to our various needs. The ultimate need is redemption.

In Christianity, Jesus redeems the individual from sin, but Judaism rejects that as impossible if we are to retain
our distinctly human character as beings with free will and its attendant responsibility. Judaism therefore
envisions redemption of the community not from sin but from the limitations and frustrations of life.

We therefore speak of God as “Redeemer of Israel,” after which all the subsequent blessings of the middle
section of the Amidah articulate what redemption is. Following the order of the Amidah, redemption would be
a state in which there is health [Blessing 8], food [Blessing 9], ingathering of exiles [Blessing 10], justice
[Blessing 11], defeat of Israel’s enemies [Blessing 12], reward for the righteous [Blessing 13] a rebuilt Jerusalem
[Blessing 14], and the messianic rule of the scion of David [Blessing 15].

This blessing, then, acts as a heading for the blessings that follow, culminating in the last prayer of the middle
section, asking God to listen to our prayer [Blessing 16].

Elliot Dorff in My People’s Prayer Book, The Amidah




