Friday Tefillah: Blessing 12

Heretics

For the slanderers let there be no hope, NIZN "N X DMy

and may all wickedness perish in an instant. TANA Y22 Ny 7|

May Your enemies swiftly be cut down. 1N2' NN AN I

May You swiftly uproot, crush, cast down and humble the YIINI AN AW WRYN NN 0TI
arrogant swiftly and in our days. 12'0'12 NNnNa

Blessed are You, 'n, who destroys enemies and humbles the

D'TT Y1904 DR NI "N NRK N2
arrogant. et : i 2

From the Genizah

May there be no hope for apostates NN 'nn 78 D'TRIYNY

if they do not return to Your Torah. 17INYT7 QY X7 X

And may the Christians and heretics instantly perish. ITAX' YAD D2'Mnl 0'MXanl

May they be erased from the book of life, D"NN Y90n INN!

and may they not be written with the righteous. 1IAnd' X D'j?'"TX DVI

Blessed are You, 'n, who humbles the insolent. D'TT V'ION 'n NnNKX N2
Malachi 3:19 72 DN'!M

For, look, the day is coming, _ .

burning like a kiln T2 YA KA DM AN
when all the arrogant and all the evildoers shall be straw. Wiz nYWN NP1 0T 41
And the day that is coming shall set them ablaze, NAN DD DNKX LAY
said 'n of Armies, NiNAY ‘N NN
shall not leave them root or branch. VI WY Dn'? 3’;(1):1'){'7 YK




Friday Tefillah: Blessing 12

Heretics
Four Groups
Word Root Definition Possible meanings
DM w7 | toslander those hand over Jews to non-Jewish authorities
nyvin | yun | toact wickedly wickedness
AN A'N | to hate your enemies
D' TTNI TIT | to act presumptuously | the insolent / those violating Jewish law

May You swiftly uproot, crush, cast down and humble the arrogant swiftly and in our days.
The fierceness indicates how Jews have reacted to fragmentation within our community. This is the fierceness
with which people react when their own people turn against them. We have a long history here, going back to
temple days, to Jewish communities in the Golah, to secularists versus haredim in Israel today.

Paraphrasing comments of Gloria Levi

Some History

Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 28b 2 N’’> NIDMA "2 TN
The Sages taught: Shimon HaPakuli (Shimon the flax NWY NMIiNY V' ToN 7ipon [ivny 121 1IN
worker) arranged the eighteen blessings before NN .|;'\]_1"3 700 7V IX'7NA a1 19% N2

Rabban Gamliel in order in Yavne. Rabban Gamliel
said to the Sages: Is there any person who knows to
institute the blessing of the heretics. Shmuel HaKatan
stood and instituted it.

YTi'Y DTN ! D179 1007 7X"7M1 |21 DDY?
NP [P0 7RNY TOY 7DD N2 [PNY

Elbogen compared the Palestinian fragment [from the Cairo genizeh] with the Amidah text the Jews have now.
If the blessing on heretics was added later it ought to be the one that was missing from the ancient fragment
with eighteen blessings. But it wasn’t. Not only was it present; it reflected an older wording from a time before
medieval [Jewish] censors. Among the groups singled out for God’s wrath were nostrim, that is, “Nazareans”,
Jewish converts to Christianity in the first century. Blessing 15 (on Jerusalem) and Blessing 16 (on the coming of
the Messiah) were combined in one blessing with a common synoptic line (the chatimah): “Blessed are You ...
God of David who builds Jerusalem.”

Lawrence Hoffman, My People’s Prayer Book, The Amidah
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Hope or No Hope

Jeremiah 31:15-16
Thus said 'n:
Hold back your voice from weeping
and your eyes from tears,
for there is a reward for your labour -- said 'n --
and they shall come back from the enemy’s land,
and there is hope for your future -- said 'n --
and the children shall come back to their place.

X7 IN"Y!

NN

NYNTN W1 2N 17i7 'WIn

2R YIND 42Y1 D AN7Y9Y7 Y Wi
'D74227 D2 121 'NTDX) ANIDXY FRTY!

Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 16b

After Rabbi Elazar concluded his prayer, he said the
following: May it be Your will, 'n our God,

to cause to dwell in our lot love and brotherhood,
peace and friendship. And may You make our borders
rich in disciples and cause us to ultimately succeed,
(that we will have a good) end and hope. And may
You set our portion in the Garden of Eden, and may
You establish for us a good companion and a good
inclination in Your world .And may we rise early and
find the aspiration of our hearts to fear Your name,
and may the satisfaction of our souls come before
You, for the best.

a2 770 NIDM "722 TINN

N IDN MK AMITY DHONT N2 YN A
NN 1192 PYURY 107X "N 71971 |ix)
D'T'AYNI 117123 NN MY DIYY] DINKI
122 2770 D'YUNI .DIFNI NINK 119i0 N7¥N|
D'2Y] .AN7IV3 200 1Y 20 2N FDL [TV
2127 KA, ARy DX NRT'7 11227 Nt RN
"N2I07 11Y91 My

Seder Olam 3

But those who separated themselves from the ways of
the community, like the minim and the meshumadim
and those who hand over others (to the government)
and those who are evil ... hell is locked before them
and they are judged in it forever and ever.

72 DAY DY V1T

D210 12D 112X DTN IW'DY ' 72X
N7V11 DDA ... ['9NN1 NNIONNT [*TRIYANI
D71y M71Y7 NdINA 1T DN92
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Proper or Not?

Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 7a

A certain heretic who was in Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Levi’s neighborhood would upset him (by incessantly
challenging the legitimacy of) verses. One day, (Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi) took a rooster and placed it
between the legs of the bed and looked at it. He
thought: When the moment arrives, | will curse him.
When the moment arrived, (Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi)
slept. He said: Conclude from the fact that | nodded
off that it is not proper conduct to do so (to curse
people, even if they are wicked). “His mercy is over all
His creations” (Psalms 145:9) is written (even with
regard to sinners).

X 'T NiDM2 '"772 TN

/1713 YWYt 20T ATHRWR AT X' MIND
779 0 NQI' TR KO A7 WD X7 DI
A1 Y], ROWT A2 |2 AMRING N7iM
N'DID RYN 1D .ANYYN L RDYY R'DD KLY D 110
NYIX MIN IN7 ,M1'0 ynY X .0 — RRYY
2D “I'Yyn 72 7 mnr .0 Tayn?

Abudraham on the Amidah

One could answer: “it is not proper conduct to do
this” -- this is concerning a curse that involves death.
Or perhaps with a group it is different. Or perhaps “it
is not proper conduct to do this” concerned a case
when one is vexed. But in our prayers, for the honour
of God, we are intending, since they are denying God.

TNy DANTIAN
13N TAYN? RYIR MR IX?” MR 2T 17 v
12X M XM T KA 07772 " an
NYIX NMIIX IX7” NYX DIYNAT '] 'RIIRY

72N .N'7 XN XINT DNN 2INARTD 7N Tavn?
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Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 28b - 29b

Rabban Gamliel says: Each and every day a person
recites eighteen. Rabbi Yehoshua says: essence of
eighteen. Rabbi Akiva says: |f he is fluent in his prayer,
he recites eighteen, and if not the essence of
eighteen.

These 18, but there are 19!

The Sages taught: Shimon HaPakuli (Shimon the flax
worker) ordered the eighteen blessings before Rabban
Gamliel in order in Yavne. Rabban Gamliel said to the
Sages: |s there any person who knows to fix the
blessing of the minim. Shmuel HaKatan stood up and
fixed it.

The next year, he forgot/discarded it and he
contemplated it for two or three moments, but they
did not remove him.
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Zohar 1:105a

Rebbe said: It is forbidden for a person to pray that
evil people depart from this world, for if the Holy One
had removed Terach from the world when he was an
idol worshiper, Avraham our father would not have
come into the world, and the tribes of Israel, and King
David, and the King Moshiach would not have come to
the world, and Torah would not have been given, and
all those tzadikim and hasidim and prophets would
not have come to the world.
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Siddur Lev Chadash

Let those who plan evil have no hope of success,

may all who go astray find their way back to You,

and let all tyranny soon end.

We praise You, 'n, whose will it is that evil shall vanish
from the earth.
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