
Jewish Majick Class Four

Intro: A word about trigger warnings and gendered language

I feel like there has been a little confusion around these two issues in the ebay I have been

delivering the course, so I wanted to clarify my approach to try to lessen any confusion or

suffering these issues may cause.

Regarding trigger warnings: I have not used these so far, but I think I will begin using them at

the beginning of all of my Zusia courses. Embedded in Jewish history as they usually are, they

often touch on painful subjects.  I want to belatedly give one now, and I apologize if any of you

wish I had done so earlier.

This class, which looks at the practical and intellectual history of Jewish Majick, contains

discussion of patriarchy, misogyny, heternormative religious constructions, sexual violence,

xenophobia, anti-semitism, and also touches on demonology aand violence to animals and

humans living and dead. Please be aware that these topics will be discussed in our remaining

three classes. Also please know that my presentation of a text or discussion of a practice or

worldview in no way equates to my endorsement of that text or worldview.

Gendered language: My policy is to render texts which we are using now for practice or

life-guiding study, as “living texts” in gender inclusive language. Those who have taken other

courses with me know this, e.g. when I translated the 16th century Kabbalah text Tomer Devorah

into gender- inclusive language for our lunch and learn, or when we studied the texts of Spinoza

as a guide to contemporary spiritual practice.

When presenting a text for historical reasons, however, I do not change the language of the text,

since doing so would misrepresent the reality and worldview of the text as it was, which is part

of what we are trying to understand. If you have any feedback or questions about this, please

email me at learning@orshalom.ca
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Jews, Majick and Magick from the Renaissance to Modernity

The Book of Abramelin

In the very early years of the Renaissance, some time between 1387 and 1427, Abraham of

Worms (Avraham ben Shimon), an Askenazi Jewish Magician who may have lived under the

protection of the rulers due to services rendered during the chaos and aftermath of the Bubonic

plague, wrote a book which came to be known as The Book of Abramelin. It was in the form of a

letter to his son Lamech which contained majickal instructions: “From this book, my second son,

Lamech, will be able to see, recognize, and use the wonders of God.” The instructions form what

is called a “self-iniatory grimoire” which contains complete instructions for the self-initiation of

a magician into a strenuous majickal practice and it’s successful completion. The practice, which

takes eighteen months to complete, aims at attaining mystical union with one’s “Holy Guardian

Angel.” After attaining this union with the angelic mind, the magician calls on a series of

infernal spirits so as to bind them not to do harm, and then is able to employ the use of a large

number of magical squares formed of Hebrew letters for majickal purposes.

The book arose from secret obscurity towards the end of the 19th century when an English

occultist, Samuel L. M. Mathers (1854-1918), found a French manuscript of it and translated it

into English. The book quickly became popular among European Occult circles, including

among members of the secret Hermetic Order of The Golden Dawn (more on which below). One

maverick member of the order, which included the Jewish Kabbalist Israel Regardie

(1907-1985), was the infamous Aleister Crowley (1875-1947), who would go on to make the

method of the Abramelin the center of his own Magickal system. The book itself was held not

just in reverence but also in fear, as the idea spread that evil spirits did not want its secrets known

and that it was dangerous to possess a copy of the book. Crowley hand-copied the magical

squares into a personal folio that he kept with him.  An American student of Crowley’s reported

2



visiting Crowley at his home towards the end of his life for tea and thumbing through the

portfolio while Crowley was in the kitchen. When the aging so-called “Great Beast 666”

(according to the English Press) resurfaced with a pot of tea and saw what his young friend was

doing, he frightened his visitor out of his wits by exclaiming, “Don’t touch that! You don’t know

what forces you could unleash!”

Further research into the Abramelin has shown that the Mathers text was based on an incomplete

and corrupt French manuscript, since then a much older, complete German manuscript has been

found and recently been translated into English by Georg Dehn, offering us a much more

complete view of the Abramelin.

The Abramelin opens with Avraham ben Shimon telling his son that his father Shimon began

him on the path by telling him of “some holy secrets” though his knowledge was limited. He

then studied with a Rabbi in Mainz for four years, who was a syncretist, blending knowledge

from Egyptian, Medean, Persian, and Arabic sources and whose knowledge was again limited

(and who he says was being actively blinded by the illusions of spirits). Finally, after a long

search, he found an old Jewish sage, Abramelin, in Egypt. Some manuscripts say “Rabbi

Avraham Elim”, which became “Abramelin”. Elim is a place in the Sinai desert and a name

among Mizrahi Jews.

“The highest mercy was given to me from the Father of Kindness,” writes Avraham ben Shimon,

“the active great God, who again and again gave enlightenment to my mind. He opened my eyes

so that I could see holy secrets. In time I have been able to recognize the holy angels and the

good spirits. I now share their fellowship and have discussions with them. They have explained

to me the basis of true magic and how unredeemed spirits need to be–and must be– controlled.

To finish, I need to say that I learned the holy secrets through Abramelin’s teachings from God

himself, and I learned the true, not false magic from the holy angels.”

Avraham ben Shimon tells his son a fascinating account of his wanderings in Europe and Egypt

in search of a teacher of magic, including some amazing stories of the charlatans, black

magicians, rogue sorcerers, and other mysterious characters he meets. Most of the stories are
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given as warnings about the ways people can go wrong in the pursuit of true magic. He includes

one horror story of a gifted 25 year old magican in Bohemia who was able to do truly

supernatural feats before Avraham’s eyes, but who had gained this ability through a pact with

demons. The young man was found dismembered one day, with his head–minus tongue and

eyes–in a little used room in a derelict building. He talks of one magician being able to radically

change the weather in his immediate environment, and another being able to shapeshift in his

presence, though in both cases they did not have the knowledge he was seeking. Avraham warns

repeatedly of the need for discernment, fidelity to Adonai, and the avoidance of charlatans and

demons.

Eventually he tells of his remarkable discipleship under Abramelin and his return to Germany,

where after completing the work of the Holy Guardian Angel, he made his magical services

available freely to those who needed them, including both common people and royalty, bishops,

and even popes. He details the real historical characters he helped and how in the letter. He

warns his son to be discerning and upright, not leave the way of Adonai, and follow halacha

while pursuing the magical arts he has left behind for him. He warns him to only use majick for

good purposes, saying, “I always tried to honour the God of our fathers and to help with my

whole will and with good heart all of Gods creatures–animal and people, friend and enemy,

young and old, relatives and strangers, believers and unbelievers–one like the other.”

“If you do not give to others,” he warns, “you will cast your own spell on yourself and the hands

that will deliver your blood will be your own.” Avraham says that he has taught Lamech’s older

brother Kabbalah, but chosen to teach Lamech Majick. He uses the startling image of the two

tablets of the Torah being Kabbalah and Majick respectively.

In the second book Avraham ben Shimon lists a number of his own spells for a wide variety of

things, some of them quite impressive (like controlling the weather, breaking open doors, and

exploding stone). The materials for the spells are relatively simple- often glass, stone, honey, oil,

and other easily available substances prepared in careful and specific ways and chanted over with

verses from the Torah. In the third book he gives warnings and lessons in the central magical

practice of the Holy Guardian Angel, and in the fourth the magical squares and names the
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initiated master of it will be able to use. On the whole the book is fascinating and compelling,

with a clear and realistic authorial voice that invites the reader to question their assumptions

about the nature of magic and reality.

The Renaissance

During the Renaissance, ancient manuscripts in Hebrew, Arabic, Greek and Latin re-entered

Christian Europe after being suppressed for centuries. Some had been quietly preserved by

monastic orders; many had been kept safe in Hebrew and Arabic translations by Jews and

Muslims. In 1471 Prince Cosimo de Medici of Florence commissioned a translation of the newly

rediscovered Corpus Hermeticum by Marsilio Ficino, the head of the Florentine Academy.

The Corpus Hermeticum was at first believed to be pre-Socratic and pre-Biblical, and to contain

the wisdom of an ancient figure named Hermes Trismegistus, believed to have been a

contemporary of Moses or perhaps a pseudonym for Moses himself. The intellectuals of the

Renaissance, who were rebelling against the the harsh medieval control of the Church, were

looking for ways to unite the ancient wisdoms of Jews, Christians and Pagans within a

philosophia perennis, or Perennial Philosophy, a universal wisdom underlying all religions. They

hoped that the CH held a key to this wisdom. The CH featured a mixture of Gnostic/Neoplatonist

mysticism and magic. It also resonated with the Jewish Kabbalah, a fact not lost on the Italian

polymath and Platonist Pico della Mirandola (1463-1494), a student of Ficino’s.

Mirandola expanded the work on Hermeticism to include Kabbalah and Jewish angelology in the

search for a holistic universalist cosmic wisdom. In doing so, he injected Jewish Kabbalah into

Western Esoteric thought, a move that would have powerful, pervasive effects down to today.

Mirandola may be the person most responsible for the widespread knowledge of Kabbalah

among contemporary Western esoteric, magickal, and new age circles. Following upon that

work, other Renaissance Esotericists like Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa (1486-1535) would

5



develop an esoteric, Christian version of the Kabbalah which structured their work. Agrippa’s De

Occulta Philosophia is still popular and sees new translations and editions as we speak.

The end of the 16th century saw the formation of the Freemasons, an internationalist guild which

incorporated esoteric rituals and knowledge into their activities. The Masons would be very

influential in popularizing the idea of an internationalist esoteric organization working for the

benefit of humanity (or themselves, depending on who you asked). In the decades following

mysterious writings claiming to be from one Christian Rosenkreutz began circulating. These

manuscripts, purporting to be from the Brotherhood of The Rosy Cross, or Rosicrucians,

contained a syncretic blend of alchemy, magic, mathematics, and yes, Kabbalah. The

Rosicrucians, who still exist in various forms, solidified the idea of esoteric knowledge being

possessed and taught not by a wise individual, but by an organization, according to Psi researcher

and historian Neil Radin.

With the rise of the Enlightenment, itself partially a result of the renaissance of esoteric sciences

and intellectual exploration, a struggle between Western Esoteric/Magickal traditions and the

new materialist sciences would begin. Isaac Newton, considered by many the father of modern

physics and the patron of science, was also an alchemist with an intense interest in mysticism

and the mysteries. Anton Mesmer took Europe by storm with his experiments in hypnosis and

energy medicine, and was investigated by Benjamin Franklin. The foremost stage magician of

the day, Robert-Houdin, investigated the claims of psychics and mediums (as did many others,

like Arthur Conan Doyle). Although such investigators did find things they could not debunk or

explain, the massive success of the industrial, technical, capitalist, scientific explosion soon sent

the Western Esoteric tradition underground again. There the underground would continue to be

shaped by Jewish Kabbalah and Majick.

The Great Beast, The Golden Dawn, and Israel Regardie
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In the late 19th century a Frenchman named Alphone-Louis Constant adopted the Jewish

sounding pen-name Eliphas Levi (1810-1875) and wrote a series of esoteric and magickal works

which would be influential to the present day. Levi focused on the use of ritual magic and the

power of the mind, and included Kabbalistic and Hermetic ideas. His works would become part

of the canon of modern esotericism.

The late 19th century would see a kind of rebellion against creeping materialism in the forms of

fads of interest in esoteric philosophy, psychic powers, and mediums. Although some explorers

were serious, others were charlatans cashing in to make a buck. Organizations like the Society

for Psychical Research, which still exists and publishes an academic journal, were formed to tell

the difference and apply scientific studies to the paranormal. Two important esoteric

organizations were founded at this time, the Theosophical Society, which would gain many

members all over the world with its mixture of Western Esoterica, Eastern Religion, and the

psychic and visionary claims of its founders H.P Blavatsky, Henry Steel Olcott, Annie Besant

and Charles Leadbeater, and the Golden Dawn, a secret organization dedicated to Western Ritual

Magic. The Golden Dawn would count among its members the poet WB Yeats, the infamous

Aleister Crowley, and a young man who would eventually publish the Golden Dawn’s secrets for

the world. He would write several books on Kabbalah and Western Esotericism which would

become 20th century classics. He was a young runaway from an Orthodox Jewish family named

Israel Regardie. He would go on to write fifteen books on Occultism and shape the rebirth of
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Western Esotericism and the formation of Kabbalah in the New Age movement in North

America.

Israel Regardie

The Golden Dawn’s teachings and rituals are pervaded by Kabbalah, and many of their rituals

and meditations contain Hebrew letters, angel names, and Hebrew names of God. Aspects of

their doctrines and rituals have spread throughout the Occult and New Age world around the

globe, and this is one reason for the global popularity of aspects of Kabbalah and Judaic angel

and name magick.

To cite one example, probably the most popular teacher of High Magick today is Damien Echols.

Echols is one of the infamous West Memphis Three, who were found guilty in Arkansas in the

80s of the satanic ritual murder of three eight year old boys. All three were later shown to be

innocent, and the “satanic ritual murder” to be a concoction of Christian paranioa and police

fantasies. Echols was sentenced to death and spent 18 years on death row in a brutal prison

environment before being exonerated, eight of them in solitary confinement.  During his

confinement, says Echols, he saved his own life and sanity by teaching himself the High ritual

Magick of the Golden Dawn, which he know teaches through his bestselling books and online

courses. Echols counted Eddie Vedder among his supporters in prison and the support of people

like his Zen teacher Shodo Harada Roshi and celebrities like Sturgill Simpson and Henry Rollins

has helped catapult him to a high degree of fame for a teacher of such esoteric arts. Echols

practices centre around the invocation of Judaic angels through magic diagrams and their

Hebrew names, and he teaches a series of energy and visualization practices which centre around

the invocation of Jewish names for divinity like YHVH Elohim and Shaddai El Chai. In many
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ways Echols is a faithful practitioner of medieval Jewish Majick, and though he is not Jewish his

theology is close to Hasidic mysticism.

The West Memphis Three when their lives were stolen from them by Arkansas police

Tarot

The Golden Dawn is also likely the channel through which Kabbalah entered the modern Tarot

deck.

In the 15th century an Italian artist named Bonifacio Bembo painted a set of cards for a wealthy

family in Milan, for use in the Italian game Tarocchi. The deck of unnamed and unnumbered

cards, 22 of which were called Trionfi cards (triumph, trump) seemed like a catalogue of

medieval figures, but with mysterious imagery here and there, like in an esoteric looking card

depicting a man hanging upside down. The imagery of the cards seemed to tap into archetypal

images and forces, and some would later see Kabbalistic resonances, though these may have

been coincidental. In the 18th century, an Italian occultist, Antoine Court de Gebelin, declared

the deck to be an encoded remnant of the ancient Egyptian Book of Thoth, and shortly

afterwards Eliphas Levi declared the deck to secretly encode the Kabbalah. In the late 19th

century, two British Occultists would consciously update the deck so as to encode Western

Esoteric Knowledge into it.
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That deck, which is the Tarot deck as we know it today, uses imagery that originated with

magician and mystic A.E. Waite (1857-1942). Waite was a Rosicrucian, a Freemason, and a

member of the Golden Dawn. Also involved in the imagery of the deck was illustrator Pamela

Coleman-Smith (1878-1951), known as “Pixie,” herself a magician and member of the Golden

Dawn. The deck draws on Anglo-Saxon, Egyptian, Graeco-Roman, Ancient Near-Eastern and

Jewish imagery, particularly from the Kabbalah.

The High Priestess is abounding in esoteric symbolism- but what’s that scroll she’s reading?

The Major Arcana of the Tarot are 22, the same as the number of Hebrew letters. The suits, four,

are sometimes matched to the Four Worlds of Kabbalah. Each of these suits has ten cards, which

correspond to the ten sefirot. These correspondences are used by many leading teachers of Tarot,

so for instance the “Ultimate Guide to Tarot” by Liz Dean points out that when understanding the
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Three of Wands, which portrays someone starting in a new direction on a journey, one should

bear in mind that as the third card of the suit it is governed by the sefirah of Binah

(understanding), and so the voyager is moving forward into new understandings, or is seeking

new understanding.

One leading 20th century teacher of Tarot is Rachel Pollack (b.1945), the so-called “Queen of

Tarot”, a Jewish woman whose book “78 Degrees of Wisdom,” which presented Tarot cards as

guides to the unfolding of the inner path of the soul, had a major influence on the development of

Tarot culture in North America. Pollack is also an esteemed sci-fi/fantasy author who has written

comic books and who collaborated with Neil Gaiman, famed (and Jewish) comic book and

fantasy novel writer, to create a deck of Tarot cards based on his Sandman comic book universe.

While we’re looking at Jewish influence in the global world of Majick, we can’t move on

without stopping to discuss Starhawk (Miriam Simos, b. 1951), possibly the most influential

figure in witchcraft, feminist spirituality, ecospirituality, and magickal thought in the last 50

years.

Simos came to wide attention with the publication of The Spiral Dance: A Rebirth of the Ancient

Religion of the Great Goddess in 1979. Since its publication, The Spiral Dance has become a

classic resource on modern witchcraft, spiritual feminism, the Goddess movement, and

ecofeminism. Starhawk advocates combining social justice issues with a nature-based

spirituality. Her utopian novel The Fifth Sacred Thing explored forms of communal resistance to

the destructive aspects of modernity and patriarchal, disembodied religions.

Starhawk's has written extensively on advice for activist organizers, examinations of white

privilege within radical communities, and calls for an intersectionality of fighting oppression that

includes spirituality, eco-consciousness, and sexual and gender liberation. Another contribution

of great significance has been her creation of The Reclaiming Tradition, a community focused on

the reclamation of suppressed traditions of women’s spirituality.
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Starhawk calls for a switch from 'power over' others, and believes that patriarchal systems of

oppression are dying out and will be replaced by more egalitarian structures that have existed

previously with many women in positions of power, including as priestesses, poets, healers,

singers, and seers. Such matrilineal lineages, she argues, have been erased from history because

of their "political implications." She also was known for her argument that there is an oppressor

embedded deeply in all of us, the 'Self-hater.' She is interested in how such oppressions can

turned into new sources of power, particularly amongst women. Starhawk’s development and/or

presentation of these ideas have been widely influential. Starhawk has also been involved with

expressions of Jewish women’s spirituality and the development of Jewitchery, though her

activities and influence have mostly been global.

Kohenet and Jewitchery

As many Jewish women were drawn to ecofeminist spirituality in the 70s it was natural that

many would turn to the Jewish tradition to see if earth-based, feminist, Goddess-based traditions

could be found within it. Some of this work was already being done by luminaries like Reb

Zalman and Arthur Waskow, but soon many female visionaries would take up the cause and

begin changing the Jewish tradition from within. Marcia Prager began redesigning Jewish

blessing practices in the feminine, and others, like the creators of the Siddur Shel Zahav, began

queering blessing and ritual practices as well. Tirzah Firestone began teaching a women’s

Kabbalah, as did many others, like

The search for earth-based, majickal practices would lead to the creation, or renewal, of

Shamanic Judaism (which we’ll look at more in class 6), Jewitchery, and the Hebrew Priestess

Movement, whose flagship is Kohenet.
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Kohenet was founded by Rabbi Jill Hammer and Taya Shere in 2006 at Elat Chayyim, the

spiritual retreat centre of the Jewish Renewal Movement, and now has ordained dozens of

women, eight of which are in Canada.

The institute, which uses feminine imagery for YHVH and incorporates ceremony and practices

commonly associated with Indigenous and Magical practices, yet as we have seen having a long

pedigree within Judaism itself, has recieved some pushback. The Forward reported that in 2010,

Rabbi Daniel Nevins, then dean of the Conservative Movement’s Jewish Theological Seminary’s

rabbinical school, where Jill Hammer received her ordination, said that the institute was not

“compatible with Jewish belief and practice.”

Tablet magazine reported that “Earth-based or pagan Jews, adds Rabbi Moshe Tendler, a dean of

the seminary at Yeshiva University, are ‘perverts’ and should be ignored. ‘Pagan worship by

13



those of Jewish birth destroyed our temples and sent us into galut,’ or exile, he explains.” It does

not occur to Tendler that this interpretation of Jewish history was crafted by a male priesthood

actively trying to promote a centralized, patriarchal, and narrowly monotheistic version of Jewish

spirituality, of course. He’s in the same business, after all.

Hammer rejects these criticisms. “Early kabbalists like the Baal Shem Tov also saw ways of

finding God in the forest and fields, and they too used the language of Shekhinah,” she says.

“Fear of paganism, which supposedly deifies the body and the earth in ‘bad’ ways, is fear of the

body. And often, it’s fear of the female body.” She responds to questions about whether

worshiping the earth is idolatry by pointing out that the word “idolaters” has been used by Jews,

Christians, and Muslims throughout history to delegitimize people they don’t know much about.

“Many of the customs the Bible calls ‘foreign idolatry’ are ancient Israelite customs that were

abandoned by later generations,” she says.

There have also been supportive Rabbinical voices, of course, such as Reb Zalman, who

supported the creation of Kohenet, Rabbi Jay Michaelson, who introduced Jill Hammer and Taya

Shere in 2005 and supports the project, and Arthur Green, Dean of Hebrew College, who told

Tablet, “Jewish women’s religious creativity was so deeply squashed for so many centuries that

it now bursts forth with tremendous vigor.”

Other Jews identify as Jews while practicing Magick sourced in global traditions, of course. One

example is Laura Tempest Zakroff, a self-described Jewish Witch who has recently written books

like The Anatomy of A Witch (about the body as a magical tool), Weave The Liminal: A Guide to

Living Modern Witchcraft, and the Starhawk-reminiscent New Book of Aradia: A Witch’s

Handbook of Magical Resistance, which is an anthology of activist magickal practices.

Next class, with Alycia’s help, we will take a deeper look at Jewitchery and Hebrew

Priestescraft. For now, before our exercise, I want to share with you some images from the Tarot

come full circle with the creation of the Lilien Deck, which is a Jewish Tarot deck which

brilliantly uses imagery from the artist Ephraim Moses Lilien (1874-1925), who, according to

Jewitches.com, “was a German Jewish art nouveau artist who created stunning works of Jewish

art featuring themes of yearning for home, battling with antisemitism, and honoring the Torah.
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During his career, he illustrated Juda, a book of biblically themed poems, Lieder des Ghetto

(Songs of the Ghetto), a book of Yiddish poems by Morris Rosenfeld, and Die Bucher Der Bibel.

After his death, his works passed into the public domain. In an homage to his works and to his

love of Judaism, each image has lovingly been restored with edits made to create a divination

deck for all to use and enjoy.”  Here are two images, the stunning High Priestess and the Fool (do

you recognize him?)

15



Kosher Magic Exercise #4
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Further Reading

Israel Regardie. Garden of Pomegranates.

The Tree of Life.

The Golden Dawn.

Abraham of Worms, tr. ed. Georg Dehn. The Book of Abramelin.

https://forward.com/news/352905/finding-god-whos-a-she-at-the-kohenet-institute/

https://forward.com/news/353444/maiden-prophetess-or-weaver-what-kind-of-hebrew-priestess-

are-you/

https://religionnews.com/2021/10/25/how-some-jewitches-are-embracing-both-judaism-and-witc

hcraft/

https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/belief/articles/priestly-caste

https://lauratempestzakroff.com/
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