
The Honest Ruth, Session 2:
Ruth’s Oath

Ruth’s Oath

Qִּכי ֶאל־ֲאֶׁשר ֵּתְלִכי ֵאֵל
Uַבֲאֶׁשר ָּתִליִני ָאִלין

ַעֵּמQ ַעִּמי ֵואOַהִיQ ֱאOָהי:
Cֲַאֶׁשר ָּתמUִתי ָאמUת ְוָׁשם ֶאָּרֵבר

ּכֹה ַיֲעֶׂשה ְיָי ִלי ְוכֹה יִֹסיף
:QֵביֵנU יִניCֵ ִּכי ַהָּמֶות ַיְפִריד

Where you go, I will go;
And where you lodge, I will lodge;

Your people shall be my people, and your God my God;
Where you die, will I die, and there will I be buried.

Adonai do so to me, and more also,
if even death parts me from you.

(Ruth 1:16-17)
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As Conversion

From here our Rabbis of blessed memory derived that if a [prospective] proselyte comes to 
convert, we inform them of some of the punishments [for violating the commandments] so that if 
they decide to renege [from the intention to convert], they can renege. For out of the words of 
Ruth, we can infer what Naomi said to her. (Rashi on Ruth 1:16)

Ruth said: “Do not coax me to leave you, to turn from following you, for I desire to be-
come a proselyte.”

Said Naomi: “We are commanded to keep the Sabbaths and holidays, not to walk more 
than two thousand cubits.” 

Said Ruth: “Where you go I will go.” 

Said Naomi: “We are commanded not to spend the night together with non-Jews.”

Said Ruth: “Where you lodge I will lodge.” 

Said Naomi: “We are commanded to keep 613 commandments.”

Said Ruth: “That which your people keep, that I shall keep, as though they had been my 
people before this.” 

Said Naomi: “We are commanded not to worship idolatry.” 

Said Ruth: “Your God is my God.”

Said Naomi: “We have four methods of capital punishment for the guilty – stoning, 
burning with fire, death by the sword, and hanging upon the gallows.”

Said Ruth: “To whatever death you are subject I shall be subject.”

Said Naomi: “We have two cemeteries.”

Said Ruth: “There shall I be buried. And do not continue to speak any further. May Adon-
ai do thus unto me and more if [even] death will separate me from you.”1

(Aramaic Targum; based on BT Yevamot 47b.)

Conversion of Yitro

Torah:

מֶֹׁשה֙ ַוְיַסֵּפ֤ר ח ָהאֱֹהָלה: Uבֹ֖אHַָו ְלָׁשלI֑ם Uִאיׁש־ְלֵרֵע֖ה Uְׁ֥שֲאלHִַו Iַּׁ֔שק־לHִַו ֙Uְׁשַת֨חHִַו I֗חְֹתנ ִלְקַר֣את מֶֹׁש֜ה ַוHֵֵצ֨א ז
ָעָׂש֤ה ָּכל־ֲאֶׁש֨ר ֵאת֩ Iְ֔יָיְלחְֹ֣תנQֶ֔רSֶCַ ְמָצָאַ֣תם ֲאֶׁש֣ר ָּכל־ַהְתָלָאה֙ ֵא֤ת ִיְׂשָרֵא֑ל אIדֹ֣ת ַע֖ל Uְלִמְצַרִ֔ים ְלַפְרעֹ֣ה

ֲאֶׁשר־ָעָׂש֥הְיָיַוHִַּצֵל֖ם ָּכל־ַהIYָב֔ה עַ֚ל Iִ֔יְתר Sְַ֣חHִַו ט ִיְתרIְ֒יָי: ַוHֹ֘אֶמר֘ י ִמְצָרִים: ִמHַ֥ד Iִ֖הִּציל ֲאֶׁש֥ר ְלִיְׂשָרֵא֑ל
QU֣רCָיאְיָי ַיד־ִמְצָרִים: ִמַתַ֖חת ֶאת־ָהָע֔ם ִהִּציל֙ ֲאֶׁש֤ר ַּפְרעֹ֑ה UִמHַ֣ד ִמְצַרִ֖ים ִמHַ֥ד ֶאְתֶכ֛ם ִהִּצ֥יל עַתָ֣הֲאֶׁש֨ר

 ִּכ֣י ַבSָָב֔ר ֲאֶׁש֥ר ָזדU֖ ֲעֵליֶהם:מִּכָל־הָאֱלֹהִ֑ים יְיָ ּכִי־גָדֹ֥ול יָדַ֔עְתִי

Moshe went out to meet his father-in-law; he bowed low and kissed him; each asked after the 
other’s welfare, and they went into the tent. Moshe then recounted to his father-in-law everything 
Adonai had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hardships that had 

1. Samson H. Levey, Aramaic Targum to Ruth (Hebrew Union College 1934).

2



befallen them on the way, and how Adonai had delivered them. 

Yitro rejoiced over all the kindness that Adonai had shown Israel when delivering them from the 
Egyptians. “Blessed be Adonai,” Yitro said, “who delivered you from the Egyptians and from 
Pharaoh, and who delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. Now I know that 
Adonai is greater than all gods, yes, by the result of their very schemes against [the people].” 
(Exodus 18:7-11)

Talmud:

ובא שמע שמועה מה מדין כהן יתרו וישמע שמע’רונתגיירכתנאי עמלק מלחמת אומר יהושע
שהרי כתיב בצדו ויחלש יהושע את עמלק ואת עמו לפי חרב/

[The Gemara is discussing a disagreement about what motivated Yitro to convert.] “Now Yitro, the
priest of Midian, Moshe’s father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for Moshe and for Israel 
his people, how Adonai had brough Israel out of Egypt (Exodus 18:1).” What tiding did he hear 
that he came and converted? Rabbi Yehoshua says: He heard about the war with Amalek, as it is 
written about just before the verses that state that Yitro came: “And Yehoshua weakened Amalek 
and his people with the edge of the sword (Exodus 17:13).” (BT Zevachim 166a.)

Conversion of Rachav

Torah:

ֶאת־ָהָאֶ֑רץ ָלֶכ֖ם ְיָי ִּכֽי־ָנַת֧ן ָיַדְ֕עִּתי ֶאל־ָהֲ֣אָנִׁש֔ים ַוֹּת֙אֶמר֙ ַעל־ַהDָֽג׃ ֲעֵליֶה֖ם ָעְלָת֥ה ְוִה֛יא ִיְׁשָּכבU֑ן ֶטֶ֣רם ְוֵהָּ֖מה
ֶאת־ֵמ֤י ְיָי ֲאֶׁשר־הIִב֨יׁש ֵא֠ת Uָׁשַמְ֗ענ ִּכ֣י ִמְּפֵניֶכֽם׃ ָהָאֶ֖רץ ׇּכל־יְֹׁשֵב֥י Uָנמֹ֛ג ְוִכ֥י Uָעֵל֔ינ ֵאֽיַמְתֶכם֙ ְוִכֽי־ָנְפָל֤ה
UְלעI֔ג ְלִסיחֹ֣ן ַהHְַרSֵן֙ Cְֵעֶ֤בר ֲאֶׁש֨ר ָהֱאמִֹר֜י ַמְלֵכ֨י ִלְׁשֵני֩ ֲעִׂשיֶת֡ם ַוֲאֶׁש֣ר ִמִּמְצָרִ֑ים Cְֵצאְתֶכ֖ם ִמְּפֵניֶכ֔ם ַים־סUף֙

ִמְּפֵניֶכ֑ם Cְִא֖יׁש רUַ֛ח עI֥ד ְוOא־ָקָ֨מה Uְלָבֵב֔נ ַוHִַּמ֣ס ַוִּנְׁשַמע֙ אIָתֽם׃ ֶהֱחַרְמֶּת֖ם הּ֤ואאֱלֹהֵיכֶ֔םיְיָּכִ֚יֲאֶׁש֥ר
 מִּתָֽחַת׃ וְעַל־הָאָ֖רֶץ מִּמַ֔עַל ּבַּׁשָמַ֣יִם אֱלֹהִים֙

[The Israelite men she was hiding] had not yet gone to sleep when she came up to them on the 
roof. She said to the men, “I know that Adonai has given the country to you, because dread of you 
has fallen upon us, and all the inhabitants of the land are quaking before you. For we have heard 
how Adonai dried up the waters of the Sea of Reeds for you when you left Egypt, and what you 
did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorite kings across the Jordan, whom you doomed. When we heard
about it, we lost heart, and no man had any more spirit left because of you; for Adonai your God 
is the only God in heaven above and on earth below. [Joshua 2:8-11]

Talmud:

 ְוַנְסַבV ְיהIֻׁשַע/ּדְאִיּגַּיַירָא ַרCִי ְיהUָדה אIֵמר: ַאף חUְלSָה ַהְּנִביָאה ִמCְֵני ָבֶניָה ֶׁשל ָרָחב ַהIZָנה ָהְיָתה///

Rabbi Yehudah says: “Even Chuldah the prophetess was among the descendants of Rachav the 
prostitute. She converted and Yehoshua married her.” (BT Megillah 14b)
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Conversion of Na’aman

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was important to his lord and high in his 
favor, for through him Adonai had granted victory to Aram. But the man, though a great warrior, 
was a leper. 

Once, when the Arameans were out raiding, they carried off a young girl from the land of Israel, 
and she became an attendant to Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, “I wish Master could 
come before the prophet in Samaria; he would cure him of his leprosy.” 

[Naaman] went and told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had said. And the king of 
Aram said, “Go to the king of Israel, and I will send along a letter.” He set out, taking with him ten
talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothing. 

He brought the letter to the king of Israel. It read: “Now, when this letter reaches you, know that I 
have sent my courtier Naaman to you, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” When the king of 
Israel read the letter, he rent his clothes and cried, “Am I God, to deal death or give life, that this 
fellow writes to me to cure a man of leprosy? Just see for yourselves that he is seeking a pretext 
against me!” 

When Elisha, the man of God, heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, he sent a message 
to the king: “Why have you rent your clothes? Let him come to me, and he will learn that there is a
prophet in Israel.” 

So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and halted at the door of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent 
a messenger to say to him, “Go and bathe seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh shall be 
restored and you shall be clean.” 

But Naaman was angered and walked away. “I thought,” he said, “he would surely come out to 
me, and would stand and invoke Adonai his God by name, and would wave his hand toward the 
spot, and cure the affected part. Are not the Amanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? I could bathe in them and be clean!” And he stalked off in a 
rage. 

But his servants came forward and spoke to him. “Sir,” they said, “if the prophet told you to do 
something difficult, would you not do it? How much more when he has only said to you, ‘Bathe 
and be clean.’” 

So he went down and immersed himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had bidden; 
and his flesh became like a little boy’s, and he was clean. Returning with his entire retinue to the 
man of God, he stood before him and exclaimed, “Now I know that there is no God in the whole
world except in Israel! So please accept a gift from your servant.” 

But he replied, “As Adonai lives, whom I serve, I will not accept anything.” He pressed him to 
accept, but he refused. And Naaman said, “Then at least let your servant be given two mule-loads 
of earth; for your servant will never again offer up burnt offering or sacrifice to any god, 
except Adonai. (II Kings 5:1-17)
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Rabbinic Conversion

Talmud (BT Keritot 9a) lays out three requirements for conversion:

(1) Circumcision (brit milah or hatafat dam brit) for men.

(2) Immersion in a mikveh.
(3) A Temple offering (deferred until the Temple is rebuilt).

According to Talmud, when a person comes to the Beit Din to begin the process of converting, the 
judges say, “What did you see that motivates you to convert? Don’t you know that the Jewish 
people at the present time are anguished, suppressed, despised, and harassed, and hardships are 
frequently visited upon them? If the person says: I know, and although I am unworthy of joining 
the Jewish people and sharing in their sorrow, I nevertheless desire to do so. Then the court accepts
the person immediately to begin the conversion process. And the judges of the court inform them 
of some of the lenient mitzvot and some of the stringent mitzvot, and they inform them of the sin of
neglecting the mitzvah to allow the poor to take gleanings, forgotten sheaves, and produce in the 
corner of one’s field, and about the poor person’s tithe. And they inform them of the punishment 
for transgressing the mitzvot. [BT Yevamot 47a.]

They also inform the person of the rewards of following the mitzvot. Then circumcision is done, if 
the person is male. [See, however, the evolving issues of conversion for transgender people.] At 
the time of the immersion in the mikveh, the judges again describe the mitzvot, both the easy ones 
and the difficult ones.

The requirement of study and practice leading up to conversion is post-Talmudic, arising probably 
in medieval times.

Karaite Conversion

Karaite Judaism did not accept converts for centuries. In 2007 it reversed this position and began 
to allow for conversion, laying out three requirements:

(1) One year of learning.

(2) Circumcision for men.

(3) Recitation of Ruth’s vow.

Vocabulary

Ger (רDֵ) (m) or giyoret  (ֶרתIיDִ) (f) – Biblically meaning a stranger or guest; Rabbinically meaning 
a convert. In the Karaite world, a ger/giyoret is a candidate for conversion, but the term is dropped 
when the conversion is complete.

Ger tzedek (ר ֶצֶדקDֵ) – specifically a convert to Judaism, in contrast with ger toshav (ַׁשבIר ּתDֵ), a 
“resident alien,” who lives peaceably among the Jews without the intention of converting. (See 
Rabbi Daniel Siegel’s work expanding the framework of ger toshav to describe non-Jewish 
partners and synagogue members who are part of the Jewish community without becoming 
Jewish.)

Giyur (רHֵDַר' ְלִהְתUHDִ)– the process of conversion

5



Ruth’s Oath as Sovereign Covenant2

֙WIָ֙כמ ָּכמIִ֤ני I֗ל ַוHֹ֣אֶמר Dְִלָע֑ד ָרמֹ֣ת ִעִּמ֖י Qֲ֥הֵתֵל ְיהUָד֔ה Qֶמֶ֣ל ֶאל־ְיהIָֽׁשָפט֙ ֶמֶֽלQ־ִיְׂשָרֵא֗ל ַאְחָא֣ב ַוHֹ֜אֶמר
UְכַעְּמW֣ ַעִּמ֔י ְוִעְּמCַ ֖Wִּמְלָחָמֽה׃

Ahab, King of Israel, said to Yehoshafat, King of Judah, “Will you go with me to Ramot Gil’ad?”
And he answered him, “I am as you are; my People are as your People, and we are with you in
war.” (II Chronicles 18:3)

h

ְּכַעִּמ֥י WIָ֛כמ ָּכמIִ֧ני ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ל Qֶאל־ֶמֶ֣ל ְיהIָֽׁשָפט֙ ַוHֹ֤אֶמר Dְִלָע֑ד ָרמֹ֣ת ַלִּמְלָחָמ֖ה ִאִּת֛י Qֲ֥הֵתֵל ֶאל־ְיהIָׁ֣שָפ֔ט ַוHֹ֙אֶמר֙
ְכַעֶּמW֖ ְּכסUַס֥י ְּכסUֶסֽיW׃ 

And [King Ahab] said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you come with me to battle at Ramoth-gilead?” Je-
hoshaphat answered the king of Israel, “I am as you are; my people are as your people, my horses
are as your horses.” (I Kings 22:4)

h

ַוHֹ֣אֶמר ַלִּמְלָחָמ֑ה ֶאל־מIָא֖ב ִאִּת֛י Qֲ֥הֵתֵל Cִ֔י ָּפַׁש֣ע מIָאב֙ Qֶמֶ֤ל ֵלאמֹ֗ר ֶמֶלQ־ְיהUָד֜ה ֶאל־ְיהIָׁשָפ֨ט ַוHְִׁשַלח֩ Qֶ֡לHֵַו
ֶאֱֽעֶל֔ה ָּכמIִ֧ני ָכמWI֛ ְּכַעִּמ֥י ְכַעֶּמW֖ ְּכסUַס֥י ְּכסUֶסֽיW׃ 

At the same time, [King Yehoram] sent this message to King Jehoshaphat of Judah: “The king of
Moab has rebelled against me; will you come with me to make war on Moab?” He replied, “I will
go. I am as you are; my people are as your people, my horses are as your horses.” (II Kings 3:7)

h

Qַהֶּמֶ֗ל ֲאדִֹנ֣י ִיְֽהֶיה־ָּׁש֣ם ֲאֶׁש֥ר ִאם־CְִמקI֞ם ִּכ֠י Qַהֶּמֶ֔ל ֲאדִֹנ֣י ְוֵחי֙ ַחי־ְיהָו֗ה ַוHֹאַמ֑ר Qֶאת־ַהֶּמֶ֖ל ִאַּת֛י ַוHַַ֧ען
ִאם־ְלָמֶ֙ות֙ ִאם־ְלַחHִ֔ים ִּכי־ָׁש֖ם ִיְהֶי֥ה ַעְבWֽSֶ׃

Itai replied to the [exiled King David] saying, “As YHWH lives and as my lord the king lives,
wherever my lord the king is, I shall be, whether for death or life, there your servant shall be.” (II
Samuel 15:21)

2. See Tikva Frymer-Kensky, “Ruth on the Royal Way,” in Reading Women of the Bible: A New
Interpretation of their Stories (Schocken 2002).
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h

CְִקְרCָ֔ם ֶאת־ּתIָֽרִתי֙ ָנַתִּ֤תי ְנֻאם־ְיהָו֔ה ָהֵהם֙ ַהHִָמ֤ים ַאֲחֵר֨י ִיְׂשָרֵא֜ל ֶאת־Cֵ֨ית ֶאְכרֹת֩ ֲאֶׁש֣ר ַהCְִר֡ית זֹ֣את ִּכ֣י
ְוַעל־ִלCָ֖ם ֶאְכֲּתֶבָּ֑נה ְוָהִי֤יִתי ָלֶהם֙ ֵלֽאOִה֔ים ְוֵהָּ֖מה ִיְֽהיU־ִל֥י ְלָעֽם׃

This is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel after these days – thus says YHWH. I
have given my Torah into their midst and have written it upon their hearts. I will be their God and
they will be my People. (Jeremiah 31:33)

h

ַהZֶ֔ה ֶאל־ַהָּמקI֣ם ַוֲהִׁשֹֽבִתים֙ DָדI֑ל Uְבֶקֶ֣צף Uַבֲחָמִת֖י Cְַאִּפ֥י ָׁש֛ם ִהSְַחִּת֥ים ֲאֶׁש֨ר ִמׇּכל־ָהֲ֣אָרצI֔ת ְמַקCְָצם֙ ִהְנִנ֤י
ְוהַֹׁשְבִּת֖ים ָלֶבַֽטח׃ ְוָה֥יU ִל֖י ְלָע֑ם ַוֲאִנ֕י ֶאְהֶי֥ה ָלֶה֖ם ֵלאOִהֽים׃ 

See, I will gather them from all the lands to which I have banished them in My anger and wrath,
and in great rage; and I will bring them back to this place and let them dwell secure. They shall be
My people, and I will be their God. (Jeremiah 32:37-38)

Ruth’s Oath as Marriage or Family Formation

Or something like it? We will come back to this in Week 4... :-)

7


