
The Honest Ruth, Session 3: Strangers, gleanings

The Quality of Being a Stranger

ִעָּמֶכ֔ם ֲאֻחZַת־ֶקֶ֙בר֙ ִל֤י Uְּ֨תנ ִעָּמֶכ֑ם ָאֹנִכ֖י Dֵר־ְותIָׁש֥ב ֵלאמֹֽר׃ ֶאל־Cְֵני־ֵח֖ת ַוְיַדCֵ֥ר Iֵ֑מת ְּפֵנ֣י ֵמַע֖ל ַאְבָרָה֔ם ַוHָָ֙קם֙
ְוֶאְקCְָר֥ה ֵמִת֖י ִמְּלָפָנֽי׃ 

Then Abraham rose from beside his dead, and spoke to the Hittites, saying, “I am a resident alien
among you; sell me a burial site among you, that I may bury my dead.” (Genesis 23:3-4)

ְוָהָאֶ֗רץ O֤א ִתָּמֵכר֙ ִלְצִמֻת֔ת ִּכי־ִל֖י ָהָאֶ֑רץ ִּכֽי־ֵגִר֧ים ְותIָׁשִב֛ים ַאֶּת֖ם ִעָּמִדֽי׃ 

But the land must not be sold beyond reclaim, for the land is Mine; you are but strangers resident
with Me. (Leviticus 25:23)

ִׁשְֽמָע֥ה־ְתִפָּלִת֨י ׀ ְיָי ְוַׁשְוָעִת֨י ׀ ַהֲאִזיָנה֮ ֶאֽל־Sְִמָעִת֗י ַאֽל־ֶּתֱ֫חַרׁ֥ש ִּכ֤י ֵג֣ר ָאֹנִכ֣י ִעָּמQ֑ ּתIָׁ֝ש֗ב ְּכָכל־ֲאבIָתֽי׃ 

Hear my prayer, Adonai;
give ear to my cry;
do not disregard my tears;
for like all my forebears
I am an alien, resident with You. (Psalm 39:13)

The Treatment of Strangers

ְתַעֶּנה ַעֵּנה ִאם ְתַעּנUן: Oא ְוָיתIם ַאְלָמָנה ָּכל ִמְצָרִים: Cְֶאֶרץ ֱהִייֶתם ֵגִרים ִּכי Uִתְלָחֶצּנ ְוOא תIֶנה Oא ְוֵגר
ַאְלָמנIת ְנֵׁשיֶכם Uְוָהי Cֶָחֶרב ֶאְתֶכם ְוָהַרְגִּתי ַאִּפי ְוָחָרה :Iַצֲעָקת ֶאְׁשַמע ָׁשמַֹע ֵאַלי ִיְצַעק ָצעֹק ִאם ִּכי Iאֹת

Uְבֵניֶכם ְיֹתִמים:

You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress them, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. You
shall not ill-treat any widow or orphan. If you do mistreat them, I will heed their outcry as soon as
they cry out to Me, and My anger shall blaze forth and I will put you to the sword, and your own
wives shall become widows and your children orphans. (Exodus 22:20-23)

ִּכי WIָּכמ Iל ְוָאַהְבָּת ִאְּתֶכם ַהDָר ַהֵגּר ָלֶכם ִיְהֶיה ִמֶּכם ְּכֶאְזָרח :Iאֹת UנIת Oא Cְַאְרְצֶכם Dֵר Wִאְּת ָיגUר ְוִכי
ֵגִרים ֱהִייֶתם Cְֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים ֲאִני הw ֱאOֵהיֶכם:

When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong them. The stranger who
resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt: I, Adonai, am your God. (Leviticus 19:33-34)
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ּתIָר֣ה ַאַח֔ת ִיְהֶי֖ה ָלֶֽאְזָר֑ח ְוַלDֵ֖ר ַהDָ֥ר CְתIְכֶכֽם׃ 

There shall be one law for the citizen and for the stranger who dwells among you. (Exodus 12:49)

ָארUר ַמְׂשDֶה ִעֵוּר SָCֶַרQ ְוָאַמר ָּכל ָהָעם ָאֵמן: ָארUר ַמYֶה ִמְׁשַּפט Dֵר ָיתIם ְוַאְלָמָנה ְוָאַמר ָּכל ָהָעם ָאֵמן:

Cursed be the one who misdirects a blind person on his/her way. – And all the people shall say,
Amen. Cursed be the one who subverts the rights of the stranger, the orphan, and the widow. – And
all the people shall say, Amen. (Deuteronomy 27:18-19)

Rabbinic Definition of Ger Toshav

ֵאי ֶזה הUא Dֵר ּתIָׁשב ֶזה ַעּכwwUם ֶׁשִּרCֵל ָעָליו ֶׁש¿א ַיֲעֹבד ֲעבIָדה ָזָרה ִעם ְׁשָאר ַהִּמְצIת ֶׁשִּנְצַטCְ UUֵני ֹנַח ְוOא
Uָׁשב ְלִפי ֶׁשֻּמָּתר ָלנIּת Iָלם/ ְוָלָּמה ִנְקָרא ְׁשמIת ָהעIא ֵמֲחִסיֵדי ֻאּמUְוה IתIִלין אCְא ָטַבל ֲהֵרי ֶזה ְמַקOָמל ְו

ְלהIִׁשיבCֵ IיֵנינCְ Uֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְּכמI ֶׁשCֵַאְרנCְ UִהְלכIת ַעּכwwUם: ְוֵאין ְמַקCְִלין Dֵר ּתIָׁשב ֶאָּלא Cְִזַמן ֶׁשַהIHֵבל 
:IתIִלין אCְק ֶאָחד ֵאין ְמַקUSְקSִץ ִמUח Vָרה ֻּכָּלIל ָעָליו ָּכל ַהּתCִֵק Uה ֲאִפּלZֶַמן ַהZְCַ ֵהג/ ֲאָבלIנ

What is meant by a resident alien? A gentile who makes a commitment not to worship false deities
and to observe the other [six] universal laws commanded to Noah’s descendants. He does not
circumcise himself or immerse. We accept this commitment and he is considered one of the pious
gentiles. Why is he called a resident? Because we are permitted to allow him to dwell among us in
Eretz Yisrael, as explained elsewhere. We accept resident aliens only during the era when the
Jubilee year is observed. In the present era, even if a gentile makes a commitment to observe the
entire Torah with the exception of one minor point, that person is not accepted. (Maimonides,
Mishneh Torah, Isurei Biah 14:7-8.)

h
Question: What is gained by the rabbinic move to reinterpret ger, “stranger,” as someone who has
converted to Judaism? What is lost?

h
A ger toshav today is a person who is already a Ben/Bat No’ach. It makes little difference for which of 
the three possible reasons this is true, though in most cases it would likely be either because these 
seven mitzvot make sense or out of  a general sense that the essence of  morality is inherent in 
creation by some sort of  divine will. For a number of  possible reasons, this person is drawn into a 
deep connection with Judaism, most likely through an intimate relationship, but not exclusively so.

This person comes to respect the Torah and see in it a source of  meaning for one’s life and also 
adopts other, specifically Jewish practices such as observing holidays or attending synagogue.
Such persons can be welcomed into our communities and families through some form of  initiation 
ritual, allowing us to bring k’dushah to their marriages and to honour their passing through burial in
our cemeteries. (From “Renewing Ger Toshav: Opening the Gates that More May Enter to Praise 
God,” by Rabbi Daniel Siegel, with Rabbis Lori Schaller and Oren Steinitz, Aleph Canada.) 
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Jean-François Millet, “The Gleaners” (1853)

Gleaning

ְתעIֵלל Oא Wְוַכְרְמ ְתַלֵּרט: Oא Wְקִציְר ְוֶלֶקט ִלְקצֹר Wָׂשְד ְּפַאת ְתַכֶּלה Oא ַאְרְצֶכם ְקִציר ֶאת ְבֻקְצְרֶכם
Uֶפֶרט ַכְּרְמO Wא ְתַלֵקּט ֶלָעִני ְוַלֵגּר ַתֲּעזֹב אָֹתם ֲאִני הw ֱאOֵהיֶכם:

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the corners of your field,
or gather the gleanings of your harvest. You shall not pick your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen
fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I am Adonai your God.
(Leviticus 19:9-10)

Wְיָבֶרְכ ְלַמַען ִיְהֶיה ְוָלַאְלָמָנה ַלָיּתIם ַלֵגּר Iְלַקְחּת ָתׁשUב Oא ַבָּשֶּׂדה עֶֹמר ְוָש¶ַכְחָתּ Wְבָשֶׂד Wְקִציְר ִתְקצֹר ִכּי
ִתְבצֹר ִכּי ִיְהֶיה: ְוָלַאְלָמָנה ַלָיּתIם ַלֵגּר Wַאֲחֶרי ְתַפֵאר Oא Wֵזיְת ַתְחֹבּט ִכּי :Wָיֶדי ַמֲעֵשׂה ְבּכֹל WֶהיOֱא wה
ָאֹנִכי ֵכּן ַעל ִמְצָרִים ְבֶּאֶרץ ָהִייָת ֶעֶבד ִכּי ְוָזַכְרָתּ ִיְהֶיה: ְוָלַאְלָמָנה ַלָיּתIם ַלֵגּר Wַאֲחֶרי ְתעIֵלל Oא Wַכְּרְמ

ְמַצְוWּ ַלֲעׂשIת ֶאת ַהָדָּבר ַהֶזּה:

When you reap the harvest in your field and overlook a sheaf in the field, do not turn back to get it;
it shall go to the stranger, the orphan, and the widow – in order that Adonai your God may bless
you in all your undertakings. When you beat down the fruit of your olive trees, do not go over
them again; that shall go to the stranger, the orphan, and the widow. When you gather the grapes of
your vineyard, do not pick it over again; that shall go to the stranger, the orphan, and the widow.
Always remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore do I enjoin you to observe
this commandment. (Deuteronomy 24:19-22)
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Chapter 2
1. Now Naomi had a relative of  her husband’s, a 
man of  wealth, of  the family of  Elimelech; and 
his name was Boaz.
2. And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, Let me 
now go to the field, and glean ears of  grain after 
him in whose sight I shall find favor. And she 
said to her, Go, my daughter.
3. And she went, and came, and gleaned in the 
field after the reapers; and she happened to a part
of  the field belonging to Boaz, who was a relative
of  Elimelech.
4. And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-Lehem, 
and said to the reapers, Adonai be with you. And 
they answered him, Adonai bless you.
5. Then said Boaz to his servant who was set 
over the reapers, Whose maiden is this?
6. And the servant who was set over the reapers 
answered and said, It is the Moabite maiden who 
came back with Naomi from the country of 
Moab;
7. And she said, I beg you, let me glean and 
gather after the reapers among the sheaves; so 
she came, and she has continued from morning 
until now, scarcely spending any time in the hut.
8. Then said Boaz to Ruth, Do you not hear, my 
daughter? Do not go to glean in another field, 
nor go away from here, but stay here close to my 
maidens;
9. Let your eyes be on the field that they reap, 
and go after them; have I not charged the young 
men not to touch you? and when you are thirsty, 
go to the vessels, and drink of  that which the 
young men have drawn.
10. Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself 
to the ground, and said to him, Why have I 
found favor in your eyes, that you should take 
notice of  me, seeing that I am a stranger?
11. And Boaz answered and said to her, It has 
been fully told to me, all that you have done for 
your mother-in-law since the death of  your 
husband; and how you have left your father and 
your mother, and the land of  your birth, and 
have come to a people which you did not know 
before.
12. Adonai will recompense your work, and a full

reward shall be given to you by Adonai God of 
Israel, under whose wings you have come to take 
refuge.
13. Then she said, Let me find favor in your 
sight, my lord; for you have comforted me, and 
spoken kindly to your maidservant, though I am 
not one of  your maidservants.
14. And at the mealtime Boaz said to her Come 
here, and eat of  the bread, and dip your morsel in
the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers; and 
he passed to her parched grain, and she ate, and 
was satisfied, and left.
15. And when she rose to glean, Boaz 
commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean
even among the sheaves, and reproach her not;
16. And let fall also some of  the handfuls on 
purpose for her, and leave them, that she may 
glean them, and rebuke her not.
17. So she gleaned in the field until the evening, 
and she beat out what she had gleaned; and it was
about an ephah of  barley.
18. And she took it up, and went into the city; 
and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned;
and she brought out and gave to her what she 
had left over after being satisfied.
19. And her mother-in-law said to her, Where 
have you gleaned today? and where have your 
worked? blessed is he who took notice of  you. 
And she told her mother-in-law with whom she 
had worked, and said, The man’s name with 
whom I worked today is Boaz.
20. And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, 
Blessed be he by Adonai, who has not 
abandoned his loving kindness to the living and 
to the dead. And Naomi said to her, The man is a
relative of  ours, one of  our close relatives.
21. And Ruth the Moabite said, He also said to 
me, You shall keep close to my young men, until 
they have ended all my harvest.
22. And Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, 
It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his 
maidens, that you should not be molested in any 
other field.
23. So she kept close to the maidens of  Boaz to 
glean to the end of  the barley harvest and of  the 
wheat harvest; and lived with her mother-in-law.
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