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Day Three Nature

Tehillim, the book of Psalms, says

The heavens declare the glory of YHVH; the skies proclaim the work of YHVH’s hands.

(19:1)

And Psalm 104:24-25

O YHVH, what a variety of things you have made! In wisdom you have made them all. The
earth is full of your creatures. Here is the ocean, vast and wide, teeming with life of every kind,
both large and small.

There was a strong assumption in the days of the Tanakh that YHVH was revealed most in the
natural world, and that contemplation of nature was a direct route to the divine. Maimonides
counselled that all Jews should contemplate YHVH’s revelation in nature and argued that the
creations of nature did not exist for humanity but for themselves, each one an expression of the
wisdom of YHVH. Hashem’s compassion is on all the created beings (Psalm 145).

In Mishle, unsurprisingly, the emphasis is on nature a symbol of the flourishing of the wise and
as a book of teachings for how to act:

11:28

Those who trust in their riches will fall,
but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.

12:10

Three things are there too wondrous for me, and four that I cannot know:
the eagle’s way in the heavens,
the way of the snake on a rock,
the ship’s way in the heart of the sea,
and the way of a man in a young woman.



Four things are the smallest on earth, yet they are the very wisest:
the ants, a people not strong, who ready their bread in the summer,
the badgers, a people not mighty, who make their home in the cleft,
the locusts, who have no king, and march out all in a row,
the spider, who can be caught with hands, yet is in the palace of kings.
Three things stride handsomely and four things handsomely walk:
the lion, mightiest of beasts, who does not turn back from anything,
the rooster and the he-goat, and the king against whom none can stand.

My invitation for today is to write a nature proverb for today, which you can share right now, or
write later and email to me, and I will share it with the class.

Here is my own:

Go and learn from the bee, who gathers pollen from many flowers without doing harm to any!
The earth belongs to YHVH; make sure you take what you need while doing no damage.


