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Peace (Darchei Noam)

The book of Mishle is full of advice on avoiding quarrels and anger, staying out of fights,
forgiving offences, and promoting love. These are the seeds of the later Rabbinic teachings
against anger, harsh or distressing words, shaming and embarrassing others, gossip and
talebearing, and rebuking those who will not listen.

Who reproves the scoffer takes on disgrace,
who rebukes the wicked is maimed.
Rebuke not the scoffer lest they hate you.
Rebuke the wise and they will love you.
Give to the wise, they will get more wisdom,
inform the tzaddik, they will increase torah.

9:7-10

The righteous person’s mouth is a wellspring of life,
but outrage will cover the mouth of the wicked.
Hatred foments strife,
but love covers all offenses.

10:11-12

The righteous is delivered from trouble,
and the wicked walks into it instead.

11:8

Whoever belittles their neighbor lacks sense,
but a person of understanding remains silent.

12:1

The vexation of a fool is known at once,



but the prudent ignores an insult.
12:16

There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts,
but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

12:18

Whoever despises a neighbor is a sinner,
but blessed are they who are generous to the poor.

14:21

A soft answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger.

15:1

Better is a dinner of herbs where love is
than a fattened ox and hatred with it.

15:17

Whoever covers an offense seeks love,
but he who repeats a matter separates close friends.

17:9

A friend loves at all times,
and kin are born for adversity.

17: 17



It is honour for a person to be aloof from strife
But every fool will be quarreling.

20:3

It is possible that no culture has valorized violence (which is shown as a redemptive
force in movies constantly), anger, harsh words, insults and quarreling to the extent that
our current one does. It takes an effort to resist the glorification of the sharp retort, the
comeuppance, the clever takedown, yet so many of these supposed victories in fact
accomplish nothing but division and alienation.

Have you experienced the healing effect of words of love and understanding in difficult
situations?

What do you think we need to keep in mind to choose the path of peace and life or that
of strife and death?


