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Megillat Esther should be renamed The Princess. It is
the Hebrew Bible’s answer to Machiavelli’s The
Prince. Machiavelli describes the methods a skilled
leader uses to control his or her subjects. Queen
Esther demonstrates the methods a skilled leader uses
to create a long-term legacy of love and freedom.

To recognize Esther’s diplomatic skills, we have only
to look at the words of Megillat Esther itself. Esther
gathers her courage, focuses her energy, and
organizes her thoughts before she approaches an
unpredictable, irrational king. To make sure the king
becomes outraged on behalf of her people, she
controls the setting, location, timing, and rhetoric.
Even her very short speeches are beautifully crafted
arguments.

To see Esther’s deeper understanding of love and
freedom, we place her story next to the story of
Joseph’s relationship with Pharaoh. Esther is clearly
described as the “new Joseph.” Both are physically
beautiful. Both are dressed in nice clothing as they
ascend to power. Both are given signet rings. Both
are offered an entire empire by their kings. Both
override their king’s useless advisors. Both hide their
true identities from family members. Both reveal
themselves through elaborately choreographed
events. Yet Joseph’s legacy is hundreds of years of
slavery for the Israelites, while Esther’s legacy is a
flourishing Jewish community. What did Esther do
that was different?

Joseph hoped to be chosen for leadership. He asked
to be remembered to the king, and subtly suggested
his own appointment as viceroy. When in power,
Joseph acted to advance his king’s economic
interests. He kept the country afloat by bankrupting
the poorest people. After he revealed himself, he
asked his king for the choicest lands for his family.
Not surprisingly, after his death, a new king came to
power who did not care for Joseph’s politics, and
took revenge against Joseph’s people.

Esther became a candidate for Queen because her
uncle encouraged her. She was crowned because the
chamberlain Heggai chose to give her the best

             

coaching.  Esther acted in support of an oppressed
people, and against the king’s economic interests.
After she revealed herself, she asked for a stay of
execution and limited
temporary military power. She won the admiration of
her king, who placed her people in positions of power
that lasted as long as the Persian empire.

Esther’s teaching can be applied in any setting –
family, work, government and more.  Yes, the
“garments” of leadership are beautiful, and leadership
skills are powerful tools. At times of crisis, however,
our true inner nature must shine forth. At that time,
what will shine, a passion for justice or a passion for
gain?

As you hear the Megillah this year, notice the details
that pose this question…and in the weeks following
Purim, meditate on the answer that comes to you.

 Rabbi Laura Duhan Kaplan

PURIM EXTRAVANGAZA!
Thursday evening March 20! Something for
everyone.

6:30 pm participatory kids program with song, story,
snack, and maybe even a short presentation by the
Hebrew school students.

7:30 pm, the usual wacky, deep, interpretive,
dynamic, well-prepared team megillah reading in
English and Hebrew. 9:00 pm (or so), dancing to
music of the Ineffables (and friends).

Join us -- and fulfill the mitzvah of Purim with deep
joy and intention!

                   



Visioning Update
In early December 2007, your Board of Directors met
with facilitator Harriett Lemer to discuss the results
of the visioning survey and the community visioning
meeting. In the last Keren Or, the Board presented its
first report from the retreat.  We presented Or
Shalom’s new mission statement:

Or Shalom Synagogue is a Jewish spiritual
community affiliated with the ALEPH Alliance
for Jewish Renewal.  We are creative, egalitarian,
traditional and participatory.

At the Visioning Retreat, your Board also developed
a number of goals to pursue between now and the
year 2010:
Bayit: We will determine the long-term feasibility of
renovation with/without expanding the current bayit.
Staffing:  We will develop and implement a staffing
plan.
Fundraising:  We will develop a fundraising plan.
Governance: We will have a written, well-defined
governance structure for Board members, staff and
Committees that will explicitly define the roles and
relationships of the Board, Committees, staff and Or
Shalom members.  We will have a succession plan
for volunteer leadership.
School:  We will continue to examine the need for an
Or Shalom school, integrate the school into
synagogue functions, and develop our Jewish
Renewal approach.
Membership:  We will develop a program to nurture
our commitment to existing members and to reach
out to potential members in the wider community.
Financial Planning: We will clarify the philosophy
behind our financial plan.
Programming for all ages:  We will continue to
implement programming for youth and young adults.
Gemilut Chesed: Research successful Gemilut
Chesed models and recommend a preferred model.
Siddur:  We will use a siddur that reflects who we
are as a renewal community.

Siddur Review
The Or Shalom Siddur Rreview Committee was
constituted this January by Reb Laura with the
support of the Board Co-Chairs.  The mandate of the
committee is to facilitate exploration by the Or
Shalom Community of siddurim that make davennen
more accessible.  The eight members of the
committee represent a cross-section of the Or Shalom
membership: from lifelong Hebrew davenners, to
newly passionate novice davenners. Most of the
members are people who spoke to Reb Laura

repeatedly over the last two years about their interest
in a new siddur for Or Shalom.  The committee had
an initial meeting in January and has the following to
report:

(1) The ideal Siddur would make four things
available to davenners: Hebrew text, contemporary
translation, transliteration, and educational &
spiritual commentary.

(2) For its first activity, the committee would like to
set up a month during which Or Shalomniks can
explore several Siddurim that provide these four
resources. During that month, we will have available
in the sanctuary bound photocopies of the "Shema
and Its Blessings" section of several Siddurim. Or
Shalom davenners can use, peruse, read, review the
Siddurim. At the end of the month, we will set up a
way of getting community responses to the Siddurim
and their approaches.

In order to prepare, on Shabbat February 9, the
Shacharit service and the dvar Torah, both led by Reb
Laura, featured some teachings about the "Shema and
Its Blessings" portion of the service.

(3) The committee does not yet have any more
specifics than these in mind, as it only had one
meeting. However, if you have questions, please feel
free to contact Reb Laura at <reblaura@telus.net>. 

The members of the committee are Myrna
Rabinowitz, Avi Dolgin, Sheryl Sorokin, Dave
Kauffman, Barbara Buchanan, Anne Gorsuch, Karen
Lewis, and Laura Duhan Kaplan.

                    Save the Date!
Or Shalom's Gala fundraiser this year is going to be a
blast!  You are invited to "Come to the Cabaret!"
Sunday Evening, June 1st, at the Biltmore Cabaret.
Comedy, Theatre Sports, Music, Dancing, Noshing,
Shmoozing and more.

Dance to the beat of The Footloose Band, featuring
our own Joe Markovitch!  Experience the newly
renovated Biltmore Cabaret in Or Shalom's Mount
Pleasant Neighbourhood.

If you want to be a part of the creative team
producing this event, please contact Lenore Rosen
through the office



Or Shalom's Annual Retreat
At Mountain View Conference Centre, Hope, BC
Victoria Day weekend,  May 16 - 19, 2008

With guests Rabbi Louis and Dr. Charlotte Sutker
from Victoria, BC. (You may remember them from
last year’s retreat. He taught the Tefillin workshop
and played the mandolin.)

Be part of this special Or Shalom community
gathering with wonderful programs for the young and
not-so-young. Davening, hiking, singing, fressing,
discussing, arts & craftsing, yoga-ing, family time,
friend time, new friend time, and much more.  Stay in
the Camp Hope Lodge (private bedrooms and
bathrooms) or camp out.

Give yourself a break—3 meals a day, children’s
programs and toddler care are part of the package.

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
DEADLINE: MAY 1
More info and registration will be available soon at
the Or Shalom website.

ADULT EDUCATION: SPRING OFFERINGS

Israel on Screen, led by Josh Morris, Wednesday
February 27, 7:30 pm
Israel is young, but in its sixty years, it has a rich
cinematic history that is recognized worldwide.  Its
films have been nominated from best foreign film at
the Academy awards six times, including this year for
Joseph Cedar's 'Beaufort'.  The films cover a wide
scope of subject matter; Jewish identity, the meaning
of war and struggle, changing family and religious
values from traditionalism to secularism, and finally,
intense and conflicted views of the Zionist
enterprise.  We will sample a range of film clips from
that rich history and showcase some of the great
artists of the Israeli cinema, including Chaim Topol,
Gila Almagor, and controversial auteur Amos Gitai. 
 

Josh Morris is a writer and producer of television,
who has recently worked on 'The Shopping Bags' for
the W Network.  He has created his own courses
in Jewish media studies for young people which he
has presented in Vancouver and his previous life in
Toronto.

Reading Rabbinic Literature, led by Robert
Daum, Wednesday March 5, 7:30 pm
We will not settle the deceptively simple question:
“What is the Talmud?” We will aim to address the
question: “Why is the Talmud interesting?” (In so
doing, we  also will address some aspects of the
question as to the nature of the Talmud.) Virtually
any page of either of the two Talmuds (the
Yerushalmi and the Bavli) is more historically
layered, more culturally textured, and more
interesting from a literary perspective than it may
appear at first (or fortieth) glance, even in a
reasonably good translation. In this session we will
wrestle with a part of one text, drawing on traditional
rabbinic scholarship as well as newer approaches to
reading rabbinic texts in light of research in literature,
gender, history, culture, folklore, and other
disciplines. The format will combine lecture,
discussion, and close reading of a text provided in
English translation (as well as in Hebrew/Aramaic).
 

Robert Daum, Rabbi (HUC-JIR), Ph.D. (Univ. of
California, Berkeley) is Asst. Professor of Hebrew
Bible and Rabbinic Literature and Diamond Chair in
Jewish Law and Ethics in the Dept. of Classical,
Near Eastern, and Religious Studies atUBC

Mystical Meaning of Pesach, led by Mordehai
Wosk, April 16, 7:30 pm
Description TBA

Modern Jewish Literature: A Great Books
Discussion Group, led by Rabbi Laura Duhan
Kaplan, Wednesdays April 30, May 7, 14, 21,
7:30pm
Enjoy an opportunity to dive deeply into a few short
classics of Jewish literature that document changing
Jewish attitudes on controversial issues. We will
closely read the multi-layered texts of I.L. Peretz,
Sholom Aleichem, Hannah Senesh and others. We
will discuss the issues they raise: activism, interfaith
marriage, Zionism. PLEASE rsvp to the Or Shalom
office by April 10 in order to get the first days'
reading in advance.

Rabbi Laura Duhan Kaplan, Ph.D. studied the Great
Books "Shared Inquiry" method in 1990, and has led
Great Books discussions in schools and at weekend
retreats.

How Dreams Can Nourish Your Spiritual Life, led
by Bonnelle Strickling, Wednesday May 28, 7:30
pm. Description TBA



T’FILAT ESTHER

Dear G-d

May I be in connection to you all this day

As I feel Haman
As I answer with my terror
Let me remember to breathe into you
and into
That you have created me

Dear G-d

Let me remember to breathe into your great light
and fill up with it

Be please at my back
One hand of light holding me up
Be please before me
One hand of light over my heart
Comforting and reassuring me
that all is and will be forever well

May your love be my path

Amen

Bracha Sivanah
Purim, 5768

Gemilut Chesed In Our Lives

     In the month of Purim, we remember how
Mordechai entreated Esther to risk all her wealth and
comforts, and use her position as queen of Persia to
rescue the Jews from destruction by Haman’s decree.
Esther found it in herself to take many risks,
including the possibility of losing her own life, in
order to gain favour with the King Ahashverosh.
Esther could have turned her back on her people, but
instead she listened to her uncle and used her
personal advantages to assist others in need of a
champion.

      Every spiritual community has its Esthers and
Mordechais dedicated to reaching out to others in
times of need. Such caring is known as Gemilut
Chesed, or acts of lovingkindness. These quiet tasks,
such as visiting the sick or bringing a homebound
person groceries, insure that all members are noticed,
understood, and cared for in their times of need,
which is just as vital to the strength of our
community as when we are celebrating our times of
joy together.
     The Gemilut Chesed committee of Or Shalom
believes that the centre of a spiritual community lies
in its concern for creating sacred relationships. Watch
for more information from us in the coming months
as we develop a plan to put this concept into action.
     What are the benefits to giving with acts of
lovingkindness? Finding the ability to let go of the
fear of reaching out, taking the opportunity for new
personal growth, and developing a deeper sense of
community.
     We all benefit from being a Kehillat Chesed, a
Caring Congregation.

Susan Katz

It's 2008 Hamentashen time again.  Vancouver
Na’amat sells over 600 dozen hamentashen for our
annual fundraiser and over 100 dozen of these are
given to the local Jewish food bank and other
charities. Over the years many of us have been very
supportive and we thank you for your purchases and
donations.  For each $20 you will receive a dozen
Hamentashen and a $12 tax receipt. If you’re
abstaining from sweets you can still donate your
hamentashen to the food bank and receive a $20
receipt. Just email your canvasser with: your order,
address and phone number or we could happily take
your order by phone.

      
 Poppy                Prune              Chocolat

Eastside: Ellen Hamer, Westside:  Ruth Stewart or
Karen Rabinovitch,



Shalom U’vracha, The first time I walked into Or
Shalom after moving here in 1989, I felt right at
home and that has not changed to this day. In short
order I started tutoring B’nei Mitzvah and reading
Torah, and much later, leading services as well. I
learned a lot over the years from many wonderful
davenners at Or Shalom. During my last 2 years at Or
Shalom, some good friends along with the Board of
directors set up an educational fund, “Yesod,” to help
me pursue some form of training in order to further
develop my davenning skills

In August 2005 I began working at Beth
Israel as a B’nei Mitzvah tutor. Mr. Rubin passed
away quite suddenly and Beth Israel was left with no
Torah Reader as well as no Cantor. In the course of a
month or so, I had left my job as a cook at a
downtown shelter and started working as the “Ba’alat
Tefillah” (prayer leader) at Beth Israel. My job
description includes (but is not limited to): reading
Torah on Shabbat, weekdays and holidays, leading
Shabbat and holiday services, teaching all the B’nei
Mitzvah & assisting the Rabbi at Life Cycle events.
My ‘repertoire’ of Tefillah was quite modest and it
became apparent that I needed to learn a lot more.

     When Rabbi Infeld came to Vancouver, we talked
about how I could increase my skill set. He suggested
that I go study with his teacher at the Jewish
Theological Seminary. In June and then again in
December of last year, I spent a week of intensive
study with Rabbi Miles Cohen. Rabbi Cohen teaches
synagogue skills, such as chanting the Torah,
Megillot, and prayers of the weekday, Shabbat,
holiday services, and special life-cycle occasions. He
has been teaching these skills to JTS rabbinical and
education students for over ten years. He also
specializes in Hebrew grammar.  Rabbi Cohen is
extremely knowledgeable and a wonderful teacher.
He takes great care with everything and I hope to
reach a higher level of proficiency with his help. He
also has published some materials to teach the
Te’amim, (musical notation) for chanting Torah and
Haftarah that I have been using to teach my B’nei
Mitzvah students (including some from Or Shalom)
since last summer, with great success.

     I would like to take this opportunity to thank all
the individuals at Or Shalom who were instrumental
in making this happen for me.

Debby Fenson

Tu B’shvat
     For environmentalists, Tu B’shvat is a Jewish
connection to contemporary ecological issues. The
holiday is viewed as an occasion to educate Jews
about our tradition's advocacy of responsible
guardianship of God's creation. Tu B’shvat is an
opportunity to raise awareness about and to care for
the environment through the teaching of Jewish
sources celebrating nature. It is also a day to focus on
the environmental sensitivity of the Jewish tradition
and calling for ecological activism.

     On Sunday January 27th, to mark this holiday, and
to bring education and inspiration, the Jewish
Museum and Archives of British Columbia brought
in a very special guest speaker. Tzeporah Berman is
one of the most effective environmental activists in
our region and has been on the frontlines of the
Canadian environmental movement for over a
decade.

     She reminded us that the environment needs to be
the most important issue to Canadians today. “This is
our future. It’s not about whether or not it’s nice to
have trees anymore.” Where we once may have
donated to environmental causes because we had a
warm spot for grizzly bears and owls, making
environmental issues a priority it is now about our
survival. It is no longer about being tree-huggers or
being called a ‘wacked-out nature worshipper who
prays to the moon’ (as Tzeporah was called when she
first debated a forest industry executive on national
television). We can now see in our daily lives the
effects of our interaction with the Earth. Scientists
worldwide agree: catastrophic climate change is here.

     Very few of us have the time to devote our lives to
environmental advocacy, but we have a collective
responsibility to support those working to effect
change. We also need to realize the influence that we
each have, and take that power more seriously by
voting with our dollars at the checkout stands,
showing at the polls that the public cares about these
issues and demanding change from our leaders.

     As we talk about the tipping point and talk about
global warming, we need to remember that the
ecosystems that we depend on for the air we breathe
and the water we drink are at their limit. “We need to
treat these issues and those [places] like they are our
lifeboat because they are.”

Jordana Corenblum



THE JEWS OF CUBA
     550 miles from Havana there is a vibrant, albeit
small, Jewish Cuban community in Cuba's second
largest city, Santiago.  It is here that precisely one
year ago 3 of us chose to spend several weeks
teaching hebrew, prayers and knitting kippot.
     After almost 4 decades of religious restriction,
Santiago Jews gather regularly every Friday and
Saturday for Shabbat services at the small Hatikva
synagogue.  Many come from small neighbouring
villages and towns and must rely on a truck carrier
that crams 50-70 people inside. The synagogue is
located on a narrow dark street. It is inconspicuous.
If it weren't for the large Mezuzah on the door, we
would have easily missed it.
     Despite the shortage of resources, food and cash,
Hatikva synagogue offers a community meal every
Friday night and everyone is welcome. There was a
gasp of excitement when on the first Shabbat I
produced a delicacy. A couple of apples left over
from the flight.  Eugenia Farin Levy, Hatikva's
president, wonders if there will be another bottle of
red wine for the following Shabbat.
     Each family takes a turn in baking a homemade
challah bread and the community sits down to
welcome the Shabbat queen. It was extremely
moving to see the various families gather together for
the beautiful Jewish custom of blessing their
children. The community may lack material
possessions, worldly goods and income, but the true
wealth is in the deep bond the families have for each
other.
     After dinner we sang in Hebrew, English and
Spanish. When we began to sing Guantanamera,  we
know we'd made friends for life.  The song is the
song of Guantanamo, Santiago's neighboring
province.  The song was composed in 1928 by José
Fernández Díaz for a poem by the Cuban poet José
Marti. Young and old could be heard singing the
song with everyone knowing a different verse. I knew
that I would never forget this night. An elderly lady
was crying. I learnt she was born in Guantanamo.
which is the same place where the US maintains a
base that has suffered some notoriety of late.
     Local non-Jews often knock on the synagogue
door to ask for medical supplies or join for a meal
and though often wary of strangers, the community is
generous and responds as best they can. Eugenia's
daughter Betty is a trained pharmacist and is
responsible for distributing donated drugs and
medications
     Sometimes there is no electricity for a few nights
in Santiago and people must make do with candles.

Every few weeks, the water flow stops running in the
houses. Temperatures rise to a harsh 35 degrees with
only a few fans to cool the locals.
     There is no doubt that the Jewish community
struggles to get by, continue the traditions and have
enough to eat.  Yet they sing, pray, cook meals and
holds a weekly discussion to learn of current, global
news events.
     This is indeed a small miracle.  It is my sincere
hope that with everyone's help we can make the
miracle larger.

Cuban Jewish Community Fundraiser

Tickets available from Judy Shane, Jenny Wright or at
Solly’s Bagels on West Broadway. Call 604-257-6966.

email jennywright3@hotmail.com.  There will be a bar
and great raffle prizes.  If you are able to, donate a prize!

All funds raised go to Santiago de Cuba Synagogue and to
Camaguey Synagogue in Cuba.

Or Shalom Synagogue
710 East 10th Avenue
Vancouver, V5T 2A7
www.orshalom.ca
604-872-1614
604-872-4406 (fax)

Rabbi Laura Duhan Kaplan, reblaura@telus.net
Administrator, orshalom@telus.net
Program Director, Orith Fogel,
Orshalomprograms@telus.net


